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I MAY be wrong—but I feel that in the post-war 

years at least the limelight has been focused— 
and very properly—on the special librarian. No 
one here needs to be told of the spectacular 
expansion and development of special libraries and 
the consequent improved status of their specialist 
staff. But reference librarians have their pride and 
remember that, whilst the specialist knows more 
and more about less and less—and the special 
librarian has more and more material on fewer 
and fewer subjects—they can never set a limit to 
their range. Their horizons are lost in the ever- 
expanding universe of knowledge. 

So it has been thought fit to make an assessment 
of their significance—to consider some of the 
problems which face reference librarians and to 
suggest some ways in which their status and 
training can be improved to the undoubted 
improvement of the reference service in this 
country. 

And it does need improvement. McColvin’s 
rebuke that reference librarianship is the most 
neglected aspect of public librarianship in this 
country is still true. Reference libraries have been 
providing information and ideas for a long time 
now, but it is still not generally realized that 
finding information, for instance, is a highly 
skilled business ; the untrained staff may never find 
it at all. It is not generally realized how many 
smaller reference libraries, some of them basically 
very efficient, are handicapped by insufficient 
staffs. 

Louis Shores has said that Americans should 
not despise us because we fail to pay tribute to 
“scientific method’’. British librarians are aware, 

* A paper given at a meeting of the Reference and 
Special Libraries Section (S.E. Group), in February, 1957. 
Mr. Hargreaves was Chairman of the Reference and 
Special Libraries Section Sub-Committee which drew up 
the Memorandum on “The Status and Training of 
Reference Librarians’; this appeared in the May, 1958, 
Recorp, p. 161-3. 
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he says, like Sir James Jeans, that “the universe 
looks more like a great thought than a great 
machine’. Does your library look more like a 
thought than a machine? It is good of Dr. Shores 
to explain away so kindly the lack of system in 
many of our reference libraries, but I would 
prefer to attribute it to something less noble than 
a profound philosophical speculation. 

I think it would be wrong to proceed further 
without again quoting Shores, on the credit side 
this time, for he has enthusiastically declared that 
British reference librarians have added something 
to the American concept of reference; we are, in 
fact, pushing American librarians towards a re- 
definition of reference service. That is something 
of which we may be proud, though it comes as a 
shock to discover that we have developed a 
“brand of reference that promises startling 
directions’ and that we have done it “under the 
lash of first fascism and then communism”. 

You will forgive me for quoting Shores further, 
but it is good to have the outside view, even if we 
cannot always accept it. He says that British 
library reference service has been re-defined as the 
process of free inquiry necessary to education and 
research. He notes, for instance, the extensive local 
analytical cataloguing of items in serial publica- 
tions which are of interest to local industry. He 
was obviously surprised to find that what he 
describes as the Personal Enquiry Service or 
Information Bureau run as part of many public 
library reference services could be asked a ques- 
tion such as “My husband has gone off with 
another woman, what shall I do?’’ This, he 
suggests, indicates an advanced type of reference 
concept. I should prefer to know the answer given 
to that particular question before I felt able to 
comment on Shores’ judgment. 

That we have developed our reference service 
to research cannot be denied, but I am sure none 
of us is satisfied with the progress being made and 
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I myself do not share Shore’s impression that 
“British librarians and information officers are 
almost continuously abstracting research wherever 
it is reported and disseminating it to the point in 
Britain where comparable investigation is under 
way”, stimulated, as he so quaintly puts it, by 
D.S.1.R. and with the Russians “breathing on our 
necks’’. 

Is this British reference service as you know it? 
Perhaps we are all inclined to look at the dark 
side of the picture. The fact is that despite the 
good work being done by reference libraries, we 
are all only too aware of the “potential’’ service 
of our libraries if only we could get the customers. 
I sometimes wonder if the designation “reference 
library” is really adequate; it is hallowed by 
tradition within the profession, but it has never 
got across to the public generally. 

I remember a man coming to the reference 
library in Leeds and asking for a “‘reference’’. He 
explained that he had applied for a job and had 
been told to get a “reference’’. He had heard of 
the reference library and he reasoned that it was 
the place where his requirements could be met. 
I think it was Rates who suggested “information 
officer’’ might replace “reference librarian’’ as a 
designation because it meant more to the public, 
but I am sure many would not accept such a 
change. 

But supposing we could get more customers, 
what kind of service could we give them? Have 
we the qualified staffs in our reference libraries to 
ensure that our present standards could be main- 
tained? Indeed, are we satisfied with our present 
standards ? We must remember that the ignorant 
assistant can render comparatively useless the 
finest collection of reference books, whilst the 
skilled assistant can do wonders with very limited 
resources. | think this is a fact which cannot be 
too strongly emphasized. 

The American Library. Association Commis- 
sion of 1926 commented that in reference depart- 
ments assistance was frequently hurried or 
impersonal due to the failure to provide enough 
qualified reference librarians. What was true in 
the U.S. in 1926 is true in this country today. A 
Committee on Standards of Reference of the 
Librarians Council of the San Francisco Bay 
Region reported in 1937, ““The disadvantages of 
overload are many and far reaching in their effect 
upon the libraries services... Mental and 


physical fatigue often induce nervousness or 
irritability. Service to the public may be inade- 
quate because of failure of the reference assistant 
to be as well informed as she needs to be . . .”” 
Mumford declares that the three basic essentials 
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in the building up of reference services in towns 
of medium size are a willingness to spend a larger 
part of the book fund than is normally allocated 
to this department, a spirit of adventure in book 
selection, and a serious attempt at completeness 
in certain specified fields. These are sound pro- 
posals, but I think one must go further and insist 
that a creative constructive staff is also a basic 
essential, and such a staff, to quote Sarah Rebecca 
Reed, “doesn’t just happen—it is wisely groomed 
and nurtured”’. 

Have you been “groomed and nurtured” ?— 
Are you being “groomed and nurtured’’? What- 
ever your individual replies, your Group Com- 
mittee was obviously not happy about the 
situation in the London area when it recom- 
mended that the Section Committee should carry 
out a study of the problems of municipal reference 
librarians. Your Group Committee explained 
that the main difficulty in the London area in the 
way of achieving full co-operation between public 
and special librarians was that at present such 
co-operation depended on discussion between 
special librarians and chief (not reference) lib- 
rarians. This, it was felt, combined with the fact 
that most reference librarians were not free to deal 
with policy and procedure in their own libraries, 
militated against schemes of co-operation being 
successful in practice, even when in theory they 
should be effective. 

You will know better than I do the extent to 
which co-operation in the London area is 
inadequate, but the Sub-Committee appointed to 
consider the matter was not of the opinion that 
things were any better in the provinces. 

It was agreed that a memorandum* should be 
prepared incorporating a survey of the present 
position, a list of bad practices now current, a 
summary of the detailed duties of reference 
librarianship and the extent of the responsibility 
which should be delegated to the reference 
librarian within the system and the part the 
reference librarian should play in the library’s 
external relations. 

Let me take these sections in order to tell you 
something of the remarkable practices in refer- 
ence libraries which do not appear in any text- 
book. It is true, of course, that every system, 
however efficient, has its own peculiarities and I 
dare say that goes even for Westminster. 

In 1954 an investigation was made into refer- 
ence services offered by some _ twenty-four 
libraries in an industrial area of the North; 
sixteen serving populations from 8,000 to over 

* The memorandum in its final form appeared in the 
Recorp for May, 1958, p. 161-3. 
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100,000 admitted that they had no separate staff 
for the Reference Department. One library serving 
a population of 130,000 had a reference stock of 
15,000 volumes, of which one-third was on open 
shelves—the librarian boasted “all suitable 
members of the staff take turns of service as a 
training system, but otherwise there is no refer- 
ence staff’’. It was never clear who trained whom. 

Another library, with a stock of 15,000 volumes 
serving a population of 98,000, had no reference 
staff—‘but”’, the librarian explained, ‘whenever 
possible some General Division assistant with 
Entrance goes into the reference library’’. 

In London, of five authorities serving a popula- 
tion of 70,000 to 240,000, one has no reference 
librarian, one has one full-time librarian relieved 
by other assistants, in two less than one in twenty 
of the total staff are engaged in reference work. 

These examples indicate that many relatively 
large library systems are making inadequate 
reference provision—however good book stocks 
may be (and we have not collected evidence on 
this aspect of reference libraries), a reference 
service cannot function without adequate trained 
staff. 

Several examples can be given of the way in 
which many chief librarians ignore or override 
their reference librarians whilst trivial and 
irrelevant tasks are allotted to their staff. For 
example at X (73,000 population), the reference 
librarian sorts and counts the lending library 
issues each morning. At Y (44,000 population), the 
reference librarian is often required to work in the 
lending library on Saturdays, whilst a junior does 
duty in the reference library and every morning 
the reference librarian must spend time preparing 
the lending library counter and shelves. 

There are many systems where as at Z (98,000 
population), the chief librarian, or his deputy, 
select books for the reference library, often 
without consulting the head of that department, 
who is at best limited to making suggestions. 

And so one could go on quoting many more 
examples of the totally inadequate understanding 
of the significance of reference library service and 
the special skills it demands. 

Why is it that so many librarians and their 
committees are unconcerned—nay, are unaware 
—that the reference service they are giving is 
inadequate ? Well, of course, most chief librarians 
seem to have had little or no reference library 
experience—this is due in great measure to the 
fact that the lending librarians with their mass- 
issues have been misguidedly accepted as the 
people who matter in librarianship. Their 
trumpets sound louder. 
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It is really a very serious matter that a librarian 
should be appointed as head of a /arge system 
without reference experience. Neglect of a refer- 
ence library cannot ever entirely be made good. 

The trouble is that the efficient reference library 
is an expensive business to run—it is expensive in 
books and in staff and it does not give spectacular 
results—its issues are not measured in millions. 
It is cheaper to buy a ton of westerns than to buy 
the newest encyclopaedia of electronics—it is 
cheaper and more people will benefit directly. 

Life is not easy, we must admit, for many chief 

librarians who would like to do something about 
the reference library; money is short; com- 
mittees, which have not been properly softened 
up, cannot suddenly be confronted with inflated 
expenditure on a department, which most of them 
will never ‘have entered and even fewer will have 
used. 
The public will protest directly and indirectly if 
they think the lending service is deteriorating; 
tenants’ committees in the dreary desolation of 
new housing estates will clamour for their leisure 
reading. But the public rarely comments on its 
community’s information and reference service; 
it doesn’t really know in most areas what such a 
service should give—it may not even know it 
exists. 

The importance of any particular department 
is closely allied to the librarian’s philosophy of 
library service. If the librarian thinks of the 
library as an agency for mass entertainment, then 
the reference library will take a back seat—if he 
thinks of it as an educational institution, then the 
reference library will be to the fore—if he thinks 
of it as a community intelligence centre, then the 
reference library will dominate the library 
service. Now, whilst we would not say that the 
reference service should necessarily dominate, 
we would declare that it should never be relegated 
to the back seat. Unless a chief librarian has had 
reference library experience, he may find it hard 
to give proper consideration to a department 
which is relatively expensive to run, requires 
bibliographic skill rather than super-salesmanship 
and does not create lunch-time queues or stimu- 
late 600 reservations for The cruel sea. 

Nevertheless I would suggest to such librarians 
that a first-class reference service is of more 
significance in the eyes of discerning people than 
a popular lending service and would be generally 
supported by industry and commerce. The gain 
to the public library service as a whole is con- 
siderable where a first-class reference service is in 
operation. 

Having, then, carried out a survey of reference 
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library practice in this country, what does your 
Section Committee recommend ? 

First, it considered the duties and responsi- 
bilities within the library and was agreed that 
wherever a library authority has established a 
reference library as a separate department, then 
it should provide trained personnel of suitable 
personality to staff it. We all realize that many 
difficulties attend any attempt to find a basis for 
standards but, generally speaking, population 
served offers a useful guide to minimum require- 
ments—that despite differences of character 
between towns of similar size. 

If the population served is under 30,000, then 
the committee considered that the chief himself 
might be expected to act as reference librarian. 
This may seem a rather negative recommenda- 
tion, but we could none of us picture what sort 
of reference service, if any, we might expect to 
find in such areas. 

In the 30,000 to 75,000 population group, the 
committee felt on firmer ground and recom- 
mended that a qualified reference librarian on 
A.P.T. Il or above, with at least one full-time 
assistant and necessary relief, should be provided. 
Above this, numbers should increase, so that at 
120,000 population the reference library should 
have at least five full-time staff with necessary 
relief. It is also recommended that enough of 
these should be on A.P.T. scales to have a quali- 
fied person on duty at all times. This may sound a 
very reasonable proposal, but it is far from being 
general practice. 

In this 30,000 to 75,000 group, the reference 
librarian should have authority to buy books on 
his own initiative, but this is not the case even in 
some of our largest systems. He should, among 
other things, draft correspondence for his chief's 
signature and be responsible for the day-to-day 
administration of his department. Whilst the 
chief librarian and the committee decide on 
broad policy, the reference librarian in a medium 
or large system should do the detailed planning 
necessary if his department is to operate efficiently, 
such as arranging times and duties of his staff. 

At the 300,000 population mark, a reference 
librarian might expect to have a staff of about 
twenty, though we must not be deceived into 
thinking that numbers of staff alone indicate the 
effectiveness of a library. He should certainly have 
charge of cataloguing for his own department. 

Another important aspect of the reference 
librarian’s sphere of influence is his relationship 
with other organizations. He should represent his 
chief on the committees of appropriate local 
societies; he should, of course, be encouraged to 
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attend meetings of the local group of the Refer- 
ence and Special Libraries Section; he should be 
able to represent his chief at all joint meetings, 
both professional and otherwise, where the work 
of the reference library is concerned. In larger 
systems at any rate, he should have considerable 
liberty of action and movement—*“‘not being so 
bound by timesheet needs that he is unable to 
leave the building for specific purposes’’, as the 
Section memorandum rather curiously puts it. 

This part of the memorandum ends by 
declaring that the chief librarian should never 
agree to a course of action involving the reference 
library without consulting the reference librarian. 
This claim may not be received very favourably in 
some quarters and it all depends on one’s position 
in a given library system, I suppose. 

I think I should emphasize at this point that 
the Section Committee has been concerned to set 
out certain basic principles which would satisfy 
the aspirations of most reference librarians. There 
may never be any system which puts them all into 
practice. 

What of the qualifications of a reference 
librarian ? Our memorandum sets out some of the 
textbook qualities—human approach, good 
manners, etc.—but then goes on to state that “he 
must be a methodical administrator on the one 
hand and a bookman on the other. He must have 
a lively interest in all things, but above all a full 
knowledge of his own stock and of outside 
sources of information, both local and national. 
He should have a good general education with 
especial emphasis on languages and he should be 
able to teach and train others.’’ In brackets our 
memorandum condescends ‘‘a degree in certain 
subjects is, of course, very valuable’’—now if 
some of our educators (I mean Stokes and his 
gallant colleagues) are to be believed, anyone 
entering librarianship today without a degree 
must abandon hope. If this is in fact the case, we 
should perhaps remove the brackets before they 
are removed for us. 

Finally, in the section dealing with qualifica- 
tions, the memorandum states emphatically that 
the minimum professional qualification for a 
reference librarian should be A.L.A. for the small 
to medium library, with F.L.A. for the larger 
reference library. 

Let us now turn to training for reference 
librarianship. Assistants, your committee says, 
serving in a reference library, should normally 
have passed the First Professional Examination. 
If they are to receive adequate training, they 
should serve in the department for periods of not 
less than six months at a time. 
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Internal training should be careful and 
systematic, but alas, how rarely is this the case. 
How many here, | wonder, were systematically 
and carefully trained in the duties of a reference 
library assistant, or were thrown in to sink or 
swim? 

The memorandum recommends the Savage 
method of “atelier’’ learning, i.e., a junior 
attached to a senior as a personal assistant (not 
as a tea-boy). Quite clearly the senior selected 
to train a junior must be sympathetic to the idea, 
otherwise the consequences might well be 
disastrous. 

Whatever method we do adopt for training new 
assistants—the thing is to have a method—an 
essential part of the training is the actual handling 
of reference material. This being so, the com- 
mittee feels that the large reference library will 
provide the best training ground and small 
authorities may find it valuable to send staff to be 
trained. in such libraries. They might return dis- 
satisfied with the conditions in their own libraries 
—on the other hand they might be glad to get back 
to some place which they can comprehend. It may 
be argued that the largest reference libraries are 
not the best training grounds because their very 
size is frightening and confusing—no one person 
ever completely knows them—perhaps_ the 
efficient medium-sized (100,000 volumes) refer- 
ence library will best serve this purpose. 

Obviously, reference staffs should be encour- 
aged to take professional examinations and 
especially Bibliography and Assistance to Readers, 
preferably by means of full-time courses. They 
should also be encouraged to read reliable news- 
papers and to attend meetings of the Reference 
and Special Libraries Section. 

I have told you the main recommendations set 
out in the memorandum and, though certain 
details may be disputed, I think most reference 
lisrary assistants will accept them as reasonable 
and timely. 

Too long have reference librarians been side- 
tracked in the promotion race—regarded as 
“queer types’’ with undoubtedly a surprising 
knowledge of books not needed higher up the 
ladder, but with little flair for ‘‘admin.’’ We 
believe that all chiefs and deputies should have 
had reference library experience, which means, 
alas, that at some time or other they must desert 
the reference library to move into the back room. 
Should not the rewards and opportunities in 
reference librarianship be greater so that men and 
women who have found in this branch of library 
work their real vocation, could feel content to 
remain in it? As it is, many of them break away in 
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order to obtain better salaries and fuller responsi- 
bilities, so that both the libraries they have served 
and they themselves are alike impoverished. 
Reference libraries, if they are to be exploited 
fully, need people who are willing to serve in them 
over many years—you cannot walk round a 
reference library and begin to run it efficiently. 

I do not wish to sound like some old fogey at a 
speech-day proclaiming that “‘school-days are the 
happiest days of one’s life’’, but I look back now 
to my “reference’’ days nostalgically, knowing 
full well that it was then that I was really practis- 
ing librarianship—handling books and using 
them—knowing them and exploiting them for the 
benefit of bus driver or university lecturer aiike. 
That surely is librarianship—not preparing 
estimates and inspecting drains—or even appoint- 
ing staff and interviewing travellers, though I have 
no doubt these are important tasks. 

We must not let the difficulties of the present 
weigh too heavily upon us for the future is still 
unfolding before those who serve in our reference 
libraries. May they be given opportunity and 
encouragement to meet the demands of today and 
to prepare for the needs of tomorrow. 


SUBJECT BOOKLISTS RECENTLY ISSUED BY 
BRITISH LIBRARIES 

Select list of books on gardening. Carlisle P.L. 

Select list of books on local history and travel. Carlisle 
die 

Select list of books on summer sports. Carlisle P.L. 

The domestic scene. Chelmsford P.L. 

Aids to book selection for school libraries. Dudley P.L. 

America in fiction, Dudley P.L. 

The “11 plus’’ exam. Dudley P.L. 

Enchantment to the view: books on photography. New- 
castle-under-Lyme P.L. 

*‘At first the infant .. .”’: books on child welfare. New- 
castle-under-Lyme P.L. 

American journey. Newcastle on Tyne P.L. 

The brain and the mind. Newcastle on Tyne P.L. 

The international scene. Newcastle on Tyne P.L. 

Some problems of modern society. Newcastle on Tyne 
P.L. 

Some recent books on architecture. Newcastle on Tyne 
P.L. 

Cricket, lovely cricket. Newcastle on Tyne P.L. 

Handlist of miniature scores. 2nd ed. Newcastle on Tyne 
P.L. 

Books for the school library. Oldham P.L. 

Hotel management and general catering. Scarborough 
P.L 





Educational publications of 1957. Surrey Co.L. 
Personnel management. Surrey Co.L. 

Holidays abroad. Surrey Co.L. 

Your favourite authors. Islington P.L. 

Select list of annuals and periodicals. Islington P.L. 
Music therapy and art therapy. St. Marylebone P.L. 
The best children’s books of 1957. Coventry P.L. 
Electronics: books added during 1957. Reading P.L. 
Samuel Pepys. Hunts Co.L. 

Hi-fi tape recording amplifiers. Paddington P.L. 
House plants. Stockport P.L 
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The National Library of Lebanon 


By Masor D. McEwan, B.A., F.L.A., Royal Army Educational Corps 


LEBANON, a country of 4,300 square miles 

and a population of about 1,500,000, of whom 
one-third live in the capital, Beirut, is one of the 
world’s newer states, though it has its roots in a 
history extending back to palaeolithic times. It 
was born in 1943, a Siamese twin with Syria, but 
a painless operation in 1950 left these two infants 
free to go their own independent and diverging 
ways. The National Library can, therefore, claim 
to be older than the state, the year of its founda- 
tion being 1921, under the French mandate 
administration which, in the library’s early years, 
was a generous donor to the new institution. 

As is normal with national libraries, that of 
Lebanon is situated in the capital, which is also 
the intellectual centre of the country. It plays a 
much more important role in the cultural and 
scientific life of the state than its Western counter- 
parts do, since there are no municipal libraries in 
existence and the large book holdings of the 
American University of Beirut (over 100,000 
volumes) and of the French Université St. Joseph 
(about 120,000 volumes) are naturally restricted 
in use to the students or a few specially recom- 
mended individuals. Anyone can use the State 
Library and no special application has to be made. 
At present, books may be studied only on the 
premises, losses, at one period when loans were 
permitted, having proved impossibly high. The 
book stocks amount to 100,000 volumes, the 
majority being in Arabic, a remarkable accumula- 
tion in less than 37 years. 

Acquisitions come from three sources: 

(a) Dépét Légal: each publisher in Lebanon is 
legally compelled to present two copies of each 
publication printed by him to the National 
Library; 

(b) Presentations: these are normally on a national 
basis, Irak and Egypt being lavish in dona- 
tions, but gifts are also made by private 
individuals ; 

(c) Purchases: in the current year, over £20,000 
Lebanese (about £2,500 sterling) was granted 
to the library for making purchases of books. 
This money is being used to build up the 
library generally, but law, sociology, the 
sciences and Arab and Lebanese history and 
culture are receiving special attention. No 
restrictions are placed on the type or cost of 
books to be purchased, once the titles have 
been decided by the competent authority, the 


Comité d’Achats (which will be explained 
below). 

The number of volumes added each year varies 
between 3,000 and 5,000. All funds for the library 
are voted by Parliament under the various sub- 
heads so familiar to borough and county lib- 
rarians—staff salaries, book purchases, rebinding, 
etc. 

The library is organized and run much like 

libraries the world over. At the head is the 
Secrétaire-Général, M. Wasef Barodi, whose 
second-in-command is the Secrétaire-Adjoint, M. 
Selim El Khouri. The total staff numbers about 
thirty (exclusive of cleaners, etc.) and these are 
divided into the usual categories of counter staff 
and administration and processing staff. As the 
library is open from 8 a.m. till 8 p.m., the counter 
staff work in two teams, the first starting at 8 a.m. 
and finishing at 2 p.m., and the second carrying 
on for the remainder of the day. Duties for these 
are identical with those in any reference library 
in the world, except that no books on the shelves 
may be touched by the borrowers, every book 
being applied for by completion of a form handed 
in at the counter, even though the lower shelves 
can be inspected by the borrower. The card 
catalogue stands at the entrance and is greatly 
used. 
The administration and processing staffs, while 
in the main working on lines similar to those in 
Great Britain, naturally have some difference in 
detail. Book purchase is done by the Comité 
d’Achats, which is made up of the Secrétaire- 
Adjoint, a finance member and a senior member 
of the library staff. The same committee, under 
the title of the Comité de Relier, is responsible 
for binding policy and expenditure. Book selec- 
tion is carried out by the Comité de Réception, on 
which sit the head of the classification section, 
M. Abdullatif Charara, three members of staff, 
and a finance member. This committee decides 
which books of the Dépét Légal shall be retained 
(much of the material is ephemeral fiction), which 
of the gifts justify the shelf space and processing 
time, and what titles shall be put forward to the 
Comité d’Achats for purchase. (It was interesting 
to see that this National Library is already facing 
the eternal problem of shelf-space and is experi- 
menting in various directions). 

Other processing details, such as accessioning, 
classification (by Dewey), cataloguing and book 
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preparation, follow the usual library practice. 
Rebinding is a much more important item than 
it is in Great Britain, Lebanese publishers norm- 
ally following French practice in issuing books in 
paper covers. Thus each book requires rebinding, 
which is done in leather and, despite the relatively 
low average cost per volume (10s.), the total 
annual amount spent on this exceeds the cost of 
book purchases. All binding is done by outside 
firms, who make a remarkably good job of it. The 
expense of rebinding is increased by the fact that 
the second copy of all books legally deposited is 
normally held for presentation to other libraries, 
and, before such donation, is rebound. 

The reading room is on the door level of a very 
high room, the galleries in the upper part being 
used for book storage. It seats about 200 readers 
at any one time and the number using it varies 
from 50 per day (during the summer, when, on 
account of the heat and high humidity, almost 
everyone who can leaves Beirut for the coolness of 
the mountains), to over 200. Natural lighting is 
excellent, and it must be an extremely dull day 
when the electric light has to be switched on. 
From the galleries, portraits of Lebanese and 
Arab men of letters and savants smile down 
benevolently on the bowed heads of their lineal 
descendants below. 

The staff rooms off the galleries are spacious 
and well equipped with bibliographical tools. 
Though the shelving of new books is something 
of a problem, a much bigger headache is the space 
required by the newspaper collection, two copies 
of each paper being the Dépot Légal. A lift is used 
to send books and newspapers from the galleries 
to the reading room. Adjustable steel shelving is 
used throughout the library. 

A very important part of the library is the 
manuscripts section, under its head, M. Tabbah 
Abdullah. Manuscripts in Arabic, Persian, 
Syrian, Armenian and Hebrew are being steadily 
collected by purchase. Amongst those seen were a 
14th-century Syrian book on Biblical subjects, a 
beautiful Persian history purporting to be by 
Firdausi, with lovely paintings, and a_ perfect 
little Koran, each line of the script of which was 
underlined in gold leaf. The number of manu- 
scripts already catalogued is over 1,400, and 
another 300 await cataloguing. The library will 
shortly be issuing a short-title catalogue of manu- 
scripts and will be following this with a much 
more detailed catalogue showing Dewey classi- 
fication, author, full title, country of origin, price, 
description, date of writing and date of purchase. 
All manuscripts are being microfilmed so that 
students all over the country can study them, 
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while the originals are held in specially con- 
structed containers at the library. 

An offshoot of the manuscripts section is the 
charge of an interesting collection of medals, 
some original, some copies, of all dates, including 
one of Louis XIV, one of Napoleon I and others 
of Napoleon III. These are housed in showcases, 
which the custodian is only too pleased to open to 
allow the enthusiast to handle the medals. 

The building which houses the National Library 
is the copybook example of the central position— 
it overlooks the main square of Beirut, a situation 
not always as advantageous as one might think 
when the density of traffic is taken into account. 
And (a rare touch this, almost unparalleled in 
library history, with an unusual juxtaposition of 
statesmen and librarians) it is the same building 
which houses the Lebanese Parliament. 

Now, to conclude the lessons to be learnt from 
this country, budding librarians can take heart as 
they shelve books and insert date labels. Life for 
them need not necessarily be bounded for ever 
by Brown and B.N.B. The President of Lebanon 
was once a part-time employee of the National 
Library! 

Finally, | must thank all the employees of the 
National Library, including those I have already 
mentioned in the course of this review, M. Ghazi 
Chidiac of the classification section, and many 
others, for their kindness and helpfulness. I only 
regret that the time at my disposal did not enable 
me to make more thorough research into this 
excellently-staffed and run library. 





COUNTY LIBRARIES SECTION 
ELECTION OF COMMITTEE FOR 1959 
Members are asked to note that the last date for 
receiving nominations for the Committee of the County 
Libraries Section of the L.A. is 31st July, 1958. Nomina- 
tions are required for the Office of Chairman, Honorary 
Secretary, Honorary Treasurer, nine members of the 
Committee for England, three for Scotland, two for 
Wales and one for Northern Ireland. Members must 
obtain the consent of the nominee before forwarding the 
nominations to the Honorary Secretary, Mr. H. D. Budge, 
County Librarian, County Library, The Butts, Warwick- 
shire. 


CORRECTIONS TO LIST OF MEMBERS IN THE 
LIBRARY ASSOCIATION YEAR BOOK, 1958 
To be added: 
1954 Bearp, Mrs. M. J. (née Merrifield), B.A., 185 
Pickersleigh Road, Malvern. A 1958 ar 
1930 Pearson, Miss A., Br. Lib., South Yardley Br., 
Birmingham P.L. F 1935 a 
The entries for Miss E. M. and Mr. A. W. Leach should 
be amended to read as follows: 
1948 Leacu, A. W., Sen. Asst., Bushey Br., Hertford- 
shire. A 1956 ac 
1955 Leacn, Miss E. M., B.A., Asst., Kensington P.L., 
W.8. cy 
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A Short List of Organizations 
Handling Translations 


Compiled by A. G. Parker, A.L.A., A.I.L., Librarian, British Rubber Producers’ Research Association 


HIS list is the result of a continual need on 

the part of the compiler to track down 
translations, principally of Russian originals, in 
the fields of chemistry, physics, technology, and 
the biological sciences. It does not, therefore, 
attempt to be comprehensive, but it does include 
the names of a few organizations whose special 
subjects do not fall within the limits of those 
mentioned above. A number of French and 
German organizations have been included in 
view of the statement in the Ninth annual report of 
the Advisory Council on Scientific Policy (1955- 
1956) (Cmnd. 11) that 80 to 90 per cent of our 
working scientists can read French, and 60 per 
cent German. 

In most cases a brief indication of the services 
available follows the name of the organization, 
but those outside the interests of the compiler 
have only their addresses given. Their special 
subjects fields are generally obvious. It should be 
remembered that the translations recorded by the 
various Organizations are not usually confined to 
translations from Russian. 


UNITED KINGDOM 


THe ADMIRALTY, Queen Anne’s Mansions, 


London, S.W.1. 

Asis, 3 Belgrave Square, London, S.W.1. 
Maintains the British copy of the Commonwealth index 
of unpublished scientific and technical translations. 

Bee RESEARCH AssociATION, 55 Newland Park, 

Hull, Yorkshire. 
Index of translations on apiculture available to mem- 
bers of the Association. 


BrittsH Cast IRON RESEARCH ASSOCIATION, 
Alvechurch, Birmingham. 


British COAL UTILIZATION RESEARCH ASSOCIA- 
TION, Randalls Road, Leatherhead, Surrey. 


CEMENT AND CONCRETE ASSOCIATION, Tothill 
Street, London, S.W.1. 


Dept. OF SCIENTIFIC AND INDUSTRIAL RESEARCH, 
Lending Library Unit, 20 Chester Terrace, 
London, N.W.1. 


Assumes special responsibility for the collection of 
“literature in all languages and translations into 
English or into languages more readily used by English 
speaking people’’. 

Issues a list of Titles of current periodicals from the 
U.S.S.R. and cover-to-cover translations. 

The cover-to-cover translations are mostly those issued 
by the Consultants Bureau, Inc. and the American 
Institute of Physics. Microfilm copies of the trans- 
lations in the John Crerar Library are also being 
obtained. 

Dept. OF SCIENTIFIC AND INDUSTRIAL RESEARCH, 
T.C.L., Charles House, 5-11 Regent Street, 
London, W.1. 

Issues Translated contents lists of Russian periodicals. 
Monthly. (Obtainable on subscription from H.M.S.O.) 
This List contains a supplement which gives the titles 
of translations made and available for sale, translations 
in progress, and translations for which a single request 
has been received and which will be undertaken on 
receipt of a second independent request. 

Gas RESEARCH BoarD, The Abbey, Southend 
Road, Beckenham, Kent. 


INDUSTRIAL DIAMOND INFORMATION BUREAU, 
32-4 Holborn Viaduct, London, E.C.1. 
Issues Bibliography of industrial diamond applications.* 
Monthly. Includes a list of abridged translations. 
* Now (1958-) Industrial diamond abstracts. 


IRON AND STEEL INstiTute, 4 Grosvenor Gardens, 
London, S.W.1. 


Issues a list of translations available for sale. New 
translations are notified in the Journal of the Institute. 


MINISTRY OF Supply, Technical Information 
Bureau (TPA 3), Leysdowne Road, Motting- 
ham, London, S.E.9. 


Publishes Index Aeronauticus which lists in each issue 
translations made by the Ministry of Supply, Royal 
Aircraft Establishment and National Advisory Com- 
mittee of Aeronautics in Washington. The Consolidated 
list of translations made or received in TPA3/TIB during 
the period 1935 to 1946 inclusive covers about 2,600 
translations arranged by subject. 


NATIONAL COAL BoarD, Hobart House, Gros- 
venor Place, London, S.W.1. 

PERGAMON INsTITUTE, 4 and 5 Fitzroy Square, 
London, W.1. 


A non-profit making foundation aiming to make more 
widely available to English-speaking workers the results 
of Russian research and development in medicine, 
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science and technology. The Institute offers free of 
charge a monthly list in English of the contents of 
recent Russian publications in the applicant's field. 
The Institute publishes full translations of the following 
Russian journals: 
Atomic energy. 
Problems of virology. 
Problems of hematology and blood transfusion. 
Journal of microbiology, epidemiology and immuno- 
biology. 
Biophysics. 
Problems of oncology. 
The Sechenov physiological journal of the U.S.S.R. 
Electricity. 
Physics of metals and metallography. 
Abstracts of U.S.S.R. metallurgy. 
Bulletin of the Academy of Sciences—Geophysical series. 
Abstracts of geophysics—U.S.S.R., Eastern Europe, 
China, 
Radio engineering. 
Radio engineering and electronics. 
Telecommunications. 
Applied mathematics and mechanics. 

ScieNcCE Museum Liprary, South Kensington, 

London, S.W.7. 

File of translations. 
Photocopies available. 
Publishes: Monthly list of accessions which includes 
translations received. The titles of these translations are 
also included in Translated contents lists of Russian 
periodicals, published by D.S.LR. 

SHEFFIELD Crry Lipraries, Central Library, 

Surrey Street, Sheffield 1, Yorkshire. 


Maintains an index to translations filed by the local 
organizations co-operating in the interlending scheme. 


UNITED STATES 


AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES, 
2000 P Street N.W., Washington, D.C. 
Publishes complete English translations of: 
Mikrobiologiya. 
Fiziologiya rastenii. 
Doklady—Biology section. 
Doklady— Botany section. 
AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF Puysics, 335 East 45 
Street, New York 17, N.Y. 
Publishes cover-to-cover translations of: 
Zhurnal eksperimental noi i teoreticheskoi fiziki. 
Akusticheskii zhurnal. 
Doklady—Physics section. 
Zhurnal tekhnicheskoi fiziki. 
ASSOCIATED TECHNICAL Services, P.O. Box 271, 
East Orange, N.J. 
Offers lists of translations available, arranged in broad 
subject groups at $3.00 for a complete set of over fifty 
lists. 


BROOKHAVEN NATIONAL LABORATORY, Technical 
Information Division, Upton, Long Island, 
N.Y. 


Publishes: /ndex to translations twice a year. 
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COLUMBIA TECHNICAL TRANSLATIONS, 5 Vermont 
Avenue, White Plains, N.Y. 


Issues the following journal in translation :— 
Izvestiya Akad. Nauk S.S.R. Seriya Fiziki. 


CONSULTANTS BUREAU INC., 227 West 17th Street, 
New York 11, N.Y. 


Main function is in translating complete issues of the 
following Russian journals which may be obtained on 
subscription: 
Biochemistry. 
Bulletin of experimental biology and medicine. 
Biochemistry Section of Proc. Acad. Sci. 
(Doklady). 
Pharm. and toxic. 
Journal of general chemistry of the U.S.S.R. (Obshchei 
khimii). 
Journal of analytical chemistry of the U.S.S.R. 
Journal of applied chemistry of the U.S.S.R.(Prikladnoi). 
Bulletin of the Acad. Sci. U.S.S.R., Div. Chem. sci. 
(Izvestiya). 
Chemistry Sections 
(Doklady): 
Chemistry section. 
Chemical technology section. 
Agrochemistry section. 
Geochemistry section. 
Physical chemistry section of Proc. Acad. Sci. U.S.S.R. 
The Soviet journal of atomic energy. 
Supplements to J. Atomic Energy. 
Applied Physics Sections of Proc. Acad. Sci. U.S.S.R. 
Doklady. (includes all reports on: biophysics, crystal- 
lography, electro-technics, hydraulics, hydromechanics, 
mechanics, mineralogy, theory of elasticity). 
Automation and remote control (Avtomatika i tele- 
mekhanika). 
Colloid journal (J. exp. and theoretical physics and 
chemistry of colloids). 
Geological Sciences Section, Proc. Acad. Sci. U.S.S.R. 
( Doklady). 
Cement. 
Glass and ceramics. 
The Metallurgist. 


The translated tables of contents of most of the journals 
can be obtained free on request. 

ENGINEERING Socreties Liprary, 29 West 39th 
Street, New York 18, N.Y. 

Maintains card index to translations. 

INSTITUTE OF THE AERONAUTICAL SCIENCES, 
Library, 7660 Beverly Boulevard, Los 
Angeles, California. 

Maintains card index of translations. 

JOHN CRERAR Liprary, Special Libraries Associa- 
tion Translation Pool, 86 East Randolph 
Street, Chicago 1, Illinois. 


Publishes: Trans/lation monthly, incorporating Biblio- 
graphy of translations from Russian scientific and 
technical literature. 

LipRARY OF CoNnGress, Washington, D.C. 
Publishes: Monthly index (formerly list) of Russian 
accessions. This includes, in part B, the contents lists of 


Russian journals into English and Russian. The Union 
Catalog Division of L.C. maintains the Central Catalog 


U.S.S.R. 


of Proc. Acad. Sci. U.S.S.R. 
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of Slavic Translations and Abstracts, which is a location 
index. The Scientific Translations Center of L.C. issued 
Bibliography of translations from Russian scientific and 
technical literature, until 1956, but this is now incor- 
porated in Translation monthly. 

Mayo Curmic Liprary, Mayo Clinic, Rochester, 
Minnesota. 

Maintains a stock of translations. 
Has list of private translators. 

NATIONAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE FOR AERO- 
NAUTICS, 1724 F Street N.W., Washington 
25, DC. 

Publishes translations in its Technical Memorandum 
series. Lists appear in N.A.C.A. Index of technical 
publications. 

NATIONAL INSTITUTES OF HEALTH LIBRARY, 
Translating Unit, Bethesda 14, Maryland. 

Maintains index to, and file of, translations. 
Publishes Recent translations: a selected list. Monthly. 
Available free. 

NATIONAL LIBRARY OF Mepicine, 7th Street and 
Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington 25, 
D.C. 

Card index and file of translations on medical subjects. 
Photocopies of translations available. 
List of private translators. 

New YorK ACADEMY OF MEDICINE LIBRARY, 

2 East 103rd Street, New York 29, N.Y. 
File of translations on medical subjects. 
Photocopies available. 

Orrice OF TECHNICAL Services, Dept. of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D.C. 

Issues Guide to Russian scientific periodical literature, 


which includes translated contents lists, abstracts in 
English and, sometimes, full translations of important 


papers. 
Maintains extensive card index of translations from 


other languages. 

U.S. Atomic ENERGY COMMISSION, Technical 
Information Service Extension, Reference 
Branch, P.O. Box 62, Oak Ridge, Tennessee. 

File of translations mentioned in Nuclear science 
abstracts. 
Photocopies and microcards available. 

U.S. Dept. oF AGRICULTURE Liprary, 14th Street 
and Independence Avenue S.W., Washing- 
ton 25, D.C. 


File of translations on agricultural subjects. 


CANADA 


NATIONAL RESEARCH CouNcIL, Division of In- 
formation Services, Liaison Office, Ottawa 2, 
Ontario. 


Location index to translations. 
Translations available in Canada available on request. 
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NATIONAL RESEARCH COUNCIL LiBRARY, Ottawa 
2, Ontario. 
Photocopies of translations made for N.R.C. staff 
available at moderate charges. 
Author index of translations made available on request. 
Translations made by the staff of the N.R.C. are notified 
to the Commonwealth Index at Aslib. 


FRANCE 


CENTRE D’Erupes ET DE DOCUMENTATION PALe- 
ONTOLOGIQUES, 3 place Valhubert, Paris Se. 


Issues lists of translations made on geology, mostly 
from Russian. 


CENTRE NATIONAL DE LA RECHERCHE SCIENTI- 
FIQUE, Centre de documentation, 16 rue 
Pierre Curie, Paris Se. 

Card index to translations made by about 140 research 
associations, government departments and industrial 


firms. 
Translation service. 


SERVICE DE DOCUMENTATION ET D’ INFORMATIONS 
TECHNIQUE DE L’AERONAUTIQUE (SDIT), 
4 avenue de la Porte-d'Issy, Paris. 
Translations are listed in Bulletin mensuel signalétique. 
Also available on subscription is the Catalogue mensuel 
des traductions effectuées dans les Services et Centres de 
Documentation Frangais. 


GERMANY 
DEUTSCHE STAATSBIBLIOTHEK, Zentralstelle fiir 
wissenschaftliche Literatur, Unter den 


Linden 8, Berlin N.W.7, Deutsche Demo- 
kratische Republik. 


Location index to German translations of Russian 
originals. 

Publishes: Bibliographie deutscher Ubersetzungen aus 
den Sprachen der Volker der Sowjetunion und der Lander 
der Volksdemokratie. Monthly. Also: Inhaltsverzeich- 
nisse sowjetischer Fachzeitschriften in five sections, 
namely: social sciences; education and sport; natural 
sciences ; agriculture and forestry; technology. 
Photocopies, microfilms or typed extracts from trans- 
lations are available. 


Ost-Europa Institut, Freie Universitat Berlin, 
Berlin-Dahlem, Boltzmannstrasse 4. ~ 
Publishes: Bibliographischer Anzeiger, which 
translations made from Russian journals. 
Photocopies available. 


lists. 


NETHERLANDS 


NETHERLANDS PATENT OFFice, 6 Willem Witsen- 
plein, The Hague. 
Maintains a card index of translations available in 
Holland and files most of these actually translated in 
the country. Photocopies may be purchased. Issues lists. 
of translations available. 
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A. Controlled Issue-charging System 
for Lending Libraries 


By K. R. Cox, A.L.A., Senior Assistant, St. Marylebone Public Libraries 


HE article “Charging by a simple exchange 

principle’ in the December issue of the 
RECORD prompts me to outline a charging system 
I evolved some years ago, but put into “cold 
storage” because at that time no one was parti- 
cularly interested in forgoing the “Browne-type”’ 
issue records. 

Briefly, the scheme is to use the book as a unit 
of exchange and merely to exercise some control 
over the number of books held by the reader. 

To achieve this control, each reader is issued 
with a card bearing his name and address, and 
printed with two parallel columns—one marked 
OUT—the other marked IN. 


Thus: 
LIBRARY Oo 
U | 
T 
Name —— | |} | | | —  — | — | — 
Address I 
N 


| } 

When books are taken out, the number taken is 
marked in the “OUT” column, and when they are 
returned, the number returned is marked in the 
“IN” column. 


Thus: 
LIBRARY oO 
Ui'3 3(4 
T 
Name 9 -—— AI Ga Ba oA oH GF 
Address_ |! 


mad Ped 


The reader’s card is held by the reader and 
must, of course, be brought to the library at each 
visit, as must the reader’s ticket in token charging 
or photo-charging systems. 

Since the number of books borrowed and 
returned over a period is recorded, it is imme- 
diately apparent when a reader has books not yet 
returned, since if four are borrowed and three 
returned, one is still to come, and readers can be 
asked to return the books outstanding. 

It has been my experience over a number of 
years in both large and small libraries that the 


majority of transactions over the lending library 
counter are a unit-for-unit exchange—that is, the 
majority of readers take out the same number of 
books as they return. Consequently the “IN” and 
“OUT” balance on the readers’ cards will, in 
most cases, remain constant and each transaction 
will cancel itself. In the instances where it is not 
constant, the number of books outstanding could 
be recorded on the reader’s card if this were 
thought necessary. Alternatively, a periodic 
balance could be struck at, say, every five or every 
ten transactions. Certainly the question of any 
books recorded as outstanding would be taken up 
with the reader when the card is full and needs 
renewing. 

Reader’s cards would not need to be so large as 
might at first be thought, since the item to be 
recorded at each transaction is very small; and at 
one busy central lending library the average 
number of books borrowed per year by each 
reader is about 35. 

Reserves could be dealt with by the panel 
system—as in token charging and photo- 
charging. 

Renewals could again be checked against 
reserved books panels. 

Charging becomes a quick and easy matter of 
entering a number on a reader’s card and stamp- 
ing a date label. 

Discharging becomes a matter of checking for 
fines and entering a number on a reader’s card. 

Charging and discharging. In considering the 
time factor, it must be remembered that only one 
item has to be recorded for each reader, regardless 
of the number of books taken or returned. 

If necessary, rubber stamps could be used to 
record the number of books on the reader’s card 
—no doubt a machine could be devised, but it is 
questionable whether it would save time or work, 
though it would eliminate the possibility of 
forgery. 

In a small and not very busy library, readers’ 
cards could be held at the library, filed alpha- 
betically by reader’s name and removed from the 
file for discharging and refiled after charging. 
This is a variant which might well be used, Tor 
example, in mobile libraries. 
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Registration. Membership vouchers continue 
to be used, but only one reader’s card is written 
instead of a number of tickets. The date of expiry 
of the voucher could be written on the reader’s 
card and transferred from card to card until 
renewal of voucher is required. 

Whenever a reader’s card was full and pre- 
sented for renewal, the question of any books 
recorded as outstanding would be taken up with 
the reader. This periodic “balance’’ would take 
place at a frequency determined by the number 
of times a reader used the lending library. This, 
combined with the check of readers’ cards which 
would take place on renewal of membership 
voucher at whatever period the library deter- 
mined, would seem to me to eliminate the neces- 
sity for the annual check on readers’ possession 
of tokens and/or books that has to take place with 
token charging. 

Snags: (a) Readers coming to the library without 
their reader's cards. Both token charging and 
photo-charging have shown this to be no real 
snag, and the scheme is sufficiently flexible to 
permit a temporary card to be issued on the odd 
occasions when it is necessary. 

(6) Loss of reader’s card. This is somewhat 
more serious since this card is the only record of 
loan, but again token charging has shown that 
the number of tokens lost is small, and the method 
of a fairly high replacement charge could be 
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adopted. Persistent offenders would soon become 
apparent. However, since the number of books 
held by a reader can be controlled, even total loss 
in the few cases where it will occur would not be 
unduly serious. 

Abuse. It would be advisable to use a distinctive 
colour-marking pen or pencil, such as that used 
by auditors when checking accounts, to ensure 
that the possibility of readers filling out their own 
cards is reduced to a minimum. Again token 
charging has shown that few abuses do in fact 
occur, and in any case those few who wish to 
abuse a system can do so with Browne, token 
charging, photo-charging or any other system. 

The scheme is not intended to apply to the 
more expensive books, but rather to, for want of a 
better term, recreational literature; and I use this 
term in its broadest sense to cover the bulk of the 
books issued from any lending library. The more 
expensive books, or in fact any that the library 
wished, could be suitably marked and issued on 
signature. Preferably, a suitably-staffed desk 
would be available for readers’ enquiries, 
separated from the lending library counter, and 
the issue of such books over which the library 
wished to exercise strict control, either for price 
or any other reason, could be done at this desk 
where books could be issued on signature. Any 
advantages the scheme may have lie in its speed 
and simplicity. 


Conference on Business Records 


ONSIDERABLE interest is growing up in 

the records created by business firms in the 
course of their operations, and both Aslib and 
the Reference and Special Libraries Section have 
held meetings to discuss the problems. On 10th 
June, Aslib organized another 1-day Conference 
which was attended by about 150 people, mostly 
representing business firms, libraries and record 
offices. 

In the morning, the first paper was given by 
Mr. E. W. Ivey of the Wellcome Foundation, 
who began by saying that the first maxim was 
“keep as little as possible’, and went on to discuss 
the factors affecting departures from this principle. 
Microfilm is not a universal solution: in an 


extended case study he had shown that micro- 
filming was not worth while unless the documents 
would have been kept for more than 5 years. The 
crux of the matter was to lay down realistic 
periods of retention, which should always be 
decided by some qualified person. Two other 


major factors are the cost of space for storage, 
and the necessity for reasonable ease of consulta- 
tion. 

Mr. Ivey then showed a film of the work he had 
done for Burroughs, Wellcome, and demon- 
strated very impressively the importance of what 
he had been saying. It was clear, however, that he 
had not really been discussing the type of record 
that may contain information other than that of a 
purely routine nature; correspondence files, for 
example, he specifically excluded from _ his 
remarks. It seems evident that the masses of paper 
created, which consist solely of invoices, delivery 
notes and the like, are of no permanent interest: 
such information as they do contain is also 
published in other forms (e.g., as statistics) 
and a few specimen copies would suffice for the 
archives. 

Professor J. W. BLake, of the University 
College of North Staffordshire, then gave the 
historian’s point of view and his first maxim was 




















JuLy 1958 


“keep everything’! But he recognized that 
different documents had different values. He gave 
us a fascinating account of the work of the 
economic and social historian tracing the develop- 
ment of industry through its records, and con- 
cluded with some working rules for preservation: 
destroy nothing without first consulting someone 
who knows about records, keep everything that is 
at least 100 years old, try to learn to know records 
and to discriminate between them. We need a 
wider interest and this is developing, as the 
interest in firms’ histories shows. 

In the afternoon, Mr. S. A. TASKER described 
the system used in Unilever Ltd., in which records 
likely to be useful to the historian are kept per- 
manently. He gave some useful practical advice 
on storage—the use of central repositories and of 
lateral filing equipment—the use of central 
lateral filing equipment (which could be home 
made) in them—and urged that one of the best 
ways of saving on records was not to create them 
unnecessarily, for instance, multiple copies of the 
same record for several departments. He also 
stressed the need for trained staff, and wondered, 
in conclusion, whether magnetic tape might turn 
out to be better than microfilm. 

Mr. R. H. E tis, Secretary of the Historical 
Manuscripts Commission, dealt with the use of 
record repositories. Records exist in three stages: 
current, dormant, historical; as their administra- 
tive value decreases, their historical value in- 
creases, and here begins the interest of the 
archivist. If it is decided to keep certain records, 
where should they be kept? Mr. Ellis gave us a 
brief but useful account of the Public Record 
Office, the Historical Manuscripts Commission, 
the National Register of Archives, and the 
Business Archives Council. The development of 
local record offices in the charge of qualified 
archivists is obviously of great importance for the 
business firm anxious to do the right thing for 
its records. 

The final paper was given by Dr. B. R. Crick, 
who announced his intention of being irrespon- 
sible, and was delightfully so. He was somewhat 
scathing about those firms who were completely 
indifferent to the fate of their records, and more 
so about certain business histories, which might 
be mere pretty advertising or, on the other hand, 
overweighted with “academic footnotery’’. When 
such a history is written, the papers on which it is 
based should be made available for consultation, 
whether or not they revealed any skeletons in the 
filing cabinet. In underlining the need for funds 
for such organizations as the Business Archives 
Council, he pointed out that business history was 
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the biggest gap in British history, but that it could 
be filled to some extent. 

All the papers were of great interest, though it 
soon became evident that not all the speakers 
meant the same things when they spoke of business 
records. Some categories, such as those dealt 
with by Mr. Ivey, can be destroyed wholesale 
without causing much concern to anyone. But the 
large attendance showed that here is a field of 
outstanding interest to both sides, business firms 
and archivists, and not the leas* of the day’s 
achievements was to bring them together and 
show how they face the same problems. A further 
useful step would be to make a survey of the kinds 
of records created by business transactions, with 
a view to systematizing and perhaps synchronizing 
the approach of both the business man and the 
archivist. D. J. Foskett 


UNESCO SYMPOSIUM ON NATIONAL LIBRARIES 
IN EUROPE 

Unesco has decided to convene a meeting of directors 
of European national libraries and their delegates, so that 
they might exchange their views and experience, draw up 
a general plan and formulate recommendations leading 
to concrete action for well-defined purposes. It seemed 
advisable to confine the scope of this meeting to a single 
region, since it was likely that institutions which had 
grown up in the same cultural atmosphere would find it 
easier to evolve a common basis of discussion. Europe, 
having a particularly large number of national libraries, 
many of which are already linked through tested co- 
operation, was chosen for this purpose. 

The Symposium will be held in the Austrian National 
Library, Vienna, 8th-17th September, 1958. The Host 
Librarian will be Dr. Josef Stummvoll, Director of that 
library. 

The main work of the Symposium will be carried out in 
plenary sessions and in meetings of three working groups. 
Each group will study one broad subject and will, if 
required, divide into committees for detailed examination 
of sub-topics. Groups will be asked to prepare reports 
which will point out problems and suggest solutions, and 
to make recommendations for the consideration of the 
whole Symposium. The groups are as follows: 

Group I. The organization of national libraries and 
general questions (Leader: Mr. F. C. Francis). 
Group Il. The bibliographical activities of national 

libraries (Leader: Mr. M. Rupel). 
Group III. National libraries and inter-library co-opera- 
tion (Leader: Dr. P. Bourgeois). 


L.A. PUBLICATIONS 

Reprints are now in hand, and will be ready shortly, of 
the following publications: 

Microrecording in libraries, by J. Burkett. (L.A. Pamphlet 
No. 17). 

The regional library systems, by P. H. Sewell. Second 
edition. (L.A. Pamphlet No. 2). 

Cataloguing rules: author and title entries. (12th facsimile 
reprint). 

A limited number of photo-copies of the Memorandum 
of evidence laid by the L.A. before the Roberts Com- 
mittee is now available, price 3s. each, or 2s. 6d. each for 
quantities of one dozen or over, post free. 
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Annual General Meeting 

The Annual General Meeting of members of 
the Library Association is to be held at the Dome, 
Brighton, on Wednesday, 24th September, 1958, 
at 4 p.m. 

Members are requested to note that the last 
date by which the Secretary can receive notices of 
motion for this meeting is 24th July, 1958. 


A meeting of the Council was held on Friday, 
30th May, 1958. The President (Professor R. 
Irwin) congratulated Mr. Berwick Sayers on his 
recovery and welcomed him back to the Council, 
and also welcomed Mr. Horrocks on his return 
from Nigeria. He expressed the good wishes of 
the Council to Mr. Wray for happiness and 
success in his new appointment at Tasmania. 


Register of Chartered Librarians 
At the May, 1958, Council meeting, 2 Fellows 
and 21 Associates were elected to the Register as 
follows: 


Fellows: Miss A. K. Baird, M.A. (1957), Dunfermline 
P.L.; Miss W. Todd, B.A. (1957), Research Services 
Ltd. L. 

Associates: Miss M. S. Boggenpoel (1957), Kellogg 
International Corp. L.; Mrs. S. Catlin (1956), previously 
Southampton Univ. L.; Miss D. R. Church (1957), 
Holborn P.L.; Miss J. E. Duncan (1957), Oxford P.L.; 
Mrs. M. Eagle, B.A. (1956), British Plaster Board L.; 
Miss H. Fisher (1955), Surrey Co.L.; Mr. J. S. Godden, 
B.A. (1957), Islington P.L.; Miss M. A. Hutt (1957), Post- 
graduate Medical School L., London; Mr. A. E. Jeffreys, 
B.A. (1956), Birmingham Univ. L.; Miss V. Jones, B.A. 
(1955), Manchester P.L.; Mrs. M. E. Liggins (1930), 
Barking P.L.; Miss E. M. McKnight, B.Sc.Econ. (1957), 
Glos. Co.L.; Miss A. M. Palmer (1926), Lancs. Co.L.; 
Miss J. H. Peterson (1957), Solihull P.L.; Miss J. G. 
Plumb (1957), Lancs. Co.L.; Miss M. Rider (1957), 
1.C.1L. Pharmaceuticals L.; Miss P. M. Sykes (1955), Leeds 
P.L.; Miss J. A. Teagle (1955), Manchester Univ. L.; 
Miss A. J. Tompson (1957), Derby Co.L.; Miss B. M. 
Warren (1957), Wandsworth P.L.; Miss E. A. Y. Yelland 
(1957), previously Salop Co.L. 

In addition, Miss P. B. Furniss (Crosby P.L.) was 
elected as an Associate posthumously. 


Syllabus Revision 

The Council of the Library Association hereby 
gives notice that, from and including the examina- 
tions to be held in Winter, 1959, the following 
addition to the Syllabus will be in operation: 
Final Part 4(e). Presentation and dissemination of 

information 

Presentation of ideas, including composition, 

style and language, readership, choice of material. 








Types of publications: reviews, house journals, 
annual reports, etc. Methods of reproduction and 
printing of the foregoing. Editing, including law 
of libel. Preparation for the press. Copyright in 
dissemination. Abstracting and the form of 
abstract journals, preparation of reports and 
publicity material. Collation of abstracts with 
originals. The principles and practice of indexing 
in special libraries, and the recent developments 
in mechanical and electronic methods. 


The following are samples of the kinds of 
examination questions envisaged: 

(1) How would you ensure that confidential information 
was widely and rapidly disseminated through an 
organization of 500 people in three establishments, a 
headquarters and two branches? 

(2) Discuss some of the difficulties of printing scientific 
material. 

(3) Draw up a set of instructions for the use of a body of 
abstract translators dealing with a chosen subject or 
group of subjects. 

(4) What is the current position in this country regarding 
(a) fair copying, (6) protection of patents ? 

(5) Discuss the value of issuing an abstract of a paper with 
the paper on publication. Illustrate your answer from 
current practice. 

(6) What is meant by Prof. R. O. Kapp’s term “Func- 
tional writing’? Discuss its implications for the 
dissemination of information in a particular organiza- 
tion. 

(7) Determine the role of the index (formal and informal) 
to periodicals in information work and outline a 
system of indexes which should provide maximum 
service without great cost. 


Register of Chartered Librarians: recognition 

The Government of India have considered the 
question of the equivalence of the Registration 
Examination of the Library Association of the 
United Kingdom and a Library Diploma of an 
Indian University. The Ministry of Education 
appointed a Committee which, after careful 
consideration of all the issues involved, came to 
the following decision: 

“The chartered Librarianship from the Library Asso- 
ciation of United Kingdom (i.e., an Associate of the 
Library Association who has passed the whole of the 
Registration Examination) is a valid qualification for 
being considered for recruitment as Librarian, where the 
prescribed qualification is a Library Diploma of an Indian 
University.” 

The above recommendation has been accepted 
by the Government of India for all purposes of 
recruitment, etc., and an announcement to this 
effect appeared in all English language newspapers 
in India on 12th June, 1958. 








a 
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Specialized Final Courses 


Courses are arranged in the Department of Librarian- 
ship, North-Western Polytechnic, Prince of Wales Road, 
London, N.W.5, approximately once in three years, to 
assist students preparing for most of the special alterna- 
tive papers in the Final Examination. Persons working 
with material on the subjects covered are invited to join a 
class even though they may not be taking the examina- 
tion. Unless otherwise indicated, courses for the coming 
session begin during the week beginning 22nd September. 


1958-9 


Part ILI (a) (ii) English Literature, 1550-1660, January to 
December, 1959. (Lecturer: Mrs. L. M. Harrison, B.A. 
(née Johns).) 


Part III (a) (v) English and American Literature, 1900-. 
(Lecturer: Mrs. L. M. Harrison, B.A.) 


Part III (6) Literature and Librarianship of Philosophy 
and Religion. A series of about ten lectures is proposed 
for January to March, 1959, but they will be organized 
only if there is evidence of sufficient demand. Persons 
interested should therefore write to the Head of the 
Department of Librarianship. 

Part III (¢@) Second Paper (iv) Literature and Librarian- 
ship of Engineering (excluding Electrical and Chemical 
Engineering) and Building Technology. A series of 
about ten lectures will be held from October to 
December, 1958, on the means of tracing and dissemin- 
ating information in these subject fields. The Aslib 
Engineering Group is co-operating in these arrange- 
ments. 

Part Ill (f) Literature and Librarianship of Music. 
(Lecturer: N. Fortune, Ph.D.(Cantab.).) These classes 
will mostly be held in the University of London Music 
Library. 

Part Iil (g) Literature and Librarianship of Medicine. 
(Lectures arranged in co-operation with the Medical 
Section of the Library Association.) 


Part IV (e) Dissemination of Information. (Lecturers: 
Mr. D. J. Foskett, M.A., F.L.A., and others.) 


Details of the series of lectures for senior librarians on 
*‘Equipment for technical services in \itraries’’ will be 
given in the London Librarian. 


1959-60 


It may help students to plan their studies if they note 
that courses or lecture series relevant to the following 
examinations are planned for 1959-60: 

Final Part III (a) English Literature (iv), 1780-1900, 
January to December, 1960. 

Final Part III (d) Literature and Librarianship of Science 
and Technology. Second Paper (i) Mathematical and 
Physical Sciences, pure and applied (excluding 
chemistry). 

Final Part III (e) Literature and Librarianship of the Fine 
Arts (excluding Music). 

Final Part III (i) Literature and Librarianship of General 
and European Philology. 


It will assist arrangements if students intending to take 
any of the above courses will inform the Head of the 
Department, Mr. P. H. Sewell, F.L.A. 
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A.A.L, Correspondence Courses 

REVISION CouRSES, SEPTEMBER-DECEMBER, 1958 

A limited number of Registration and Final courses will 
be available to run from September to December. These 
short period courses are reserved exclusively for those 
students who have already sat the examination in the 
subjects required. Overseas students are ineligible. 

The closing date for application is 25th August; after 
this date no application will be considered. 


Fut Lenctx Courses 

Application for F.P.E. Registration and Final courses 
beginning November, 1958, must be completed and 
returned by 30th September. Full particulars of the courses 
offered are given in the current edition of the Syllabus of 
examinations. 


Forms, Fees AND ENQUIRIES 

Forms may be obtained from the A.A.L. Hon. Educa- 
tion and Sales Officer, Mr. J. S. Davey, F.L.A., 49 
Halstead Gardens, London, N.21, who will be pleased to 
answer any enquiries concerning the courses. Stamped 
addressed envelopes for replies would be appreciated. 
The fee for each course is £3 10s. Od., plus 10s. extra to 
students in Africa, America, Asia and Australasia. 


Sevensma Prize 


The Executive Board of IFLA has announced that 
since it has not received any memoire for the competition 
for the Sth Sevensma Prize (1958) before the fixed date, 
it has been decided to retain the same subject (i.e., ‘The 
information service in the library’’) but to fix the ultimate 
date at July Ist, 1959. 

Full details of the competition appeared in the Novem- 
ber, 1956, Recorp (p. 419). 


Esdaile Memorial Fund 


Donations are gratefully acknowledged from: E. 
Ansell; Miss M. E. Bridge; J. F. W. Bryon; Col. Sir 
Ralph S. Clarke; Miss M. E. Duff; A. P. D. Dufour; 
Dr. Gooch; L. F. Gurry; Sir G. Rostrevor Hamilton; 
Mrs. E. L. Handley; E. G. Harington; J. C. Harrison; 
R. H. Hill; Miss C. Jenkins; Miss E. C. Kimpton; 
Liverpool Division of the A.A.L.; London University 
College; Miss H. I. McMorran; K. A. Mallaber; Miss 
E. M. T. Markwick; L. C. Martin; Dr. C. B. Oldman: 
W. B. Paton; Miss M. G. Pearce; Dr. M. Plant; H. T. 
Pledge; Miss J. K. Pulling; C. J. Purnell; Miss J. G. 
Roger; Mrs. T. Roscoe; Miss R. M. Scott; Dr. L. W. 
Sharp; Miss M. Stanley-Smith; R. Stokes; Mrs. J. Stott; 
J. E. Stuart; W. B. Thorne; Miss W. K. Thorne; Miss 
H. A. Tillie; Miss E. E. Willis; Miss J. R. Wood; Miss 
M. Wright. 


L.A. Library Catalogue 

A card giving an outline of the classification and a 
Subject Index has been prepared for insertion in the 
Catalogue. A copy of this card will be sent to each library 
which has purchased a copy of the Caralogue. In certain 
cases, however, such as purchase through a bookseller, 
it is not possible for the identity of the purchaser to be 
traced, If for this, or any other reason, anyone who has 
purchased a copy of the Catalogue has not received a copy 
of the card by the end of July, application should be made 
to the Secretary. 


Chaucer House 
Catering facilities will not be available at Chaucer 
House from Monday, 28th July, to Monday, 18th August, 
1958. (Revised notice.) 
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Notes on Out-of-Print Books 


It will be recalled that one of the early successful 
negotiations of the London and Home Counties 
Branch, duly acknowledged on the dust jacket of 
the book, was the re-issue of the first volume of 
Crosbie Garstin’s ““The Penhales’’ trilogy, The 
owl’s house. Werner Laurie are now issuing the 
other two volumes—High noon and The west wind 
—and these are due on 14th July. 


I was making enquiries recently, without 


success, into the possibility of a new edition of 
The pit by Frank Norris. However, those corre- 
spondents interested may care to note there is an 
American paper edition in Evergreen Books at 
12s. 6d., available in this country through John 
Calder. Incidentally, a new company formed to 
supply American books, many of them claimed to 
be unobtainable elsewhere, is the Transatlantic 
Book Service of 45 Neal Street, W.C.2. The firm 
is displaying titles at the Brighton Conference. 

Further to my comment in the March, 1958, 
‘“‘Notes’’, Baron’s From the city, from the plough, 
Cape, 13s. 6d., is now available. Cape also hope 
that Bellamann’s King’s row will be available on 
7th July at 22s. 6d., but there may be a delay if the 
sheets are delayed from Australia. 

Those who orasred copies of Night flight (the 
November 1957 “‘Notes”’ refer) may be wondering 
what has happened so far. The position is that an 
Import Licence has been obtained, but there is 
now some doubt as to rights of sale in this country; 
Bailey Bros. & Swinfen will keep us informed. 
Bailey Bros. incidentally have reported that they 
can obtain copies of several titles which the South 
Eastern Regional Library System state should be 
better represented in inter-loan agencies. These 
are: Adventures of a ballad hunter, ed. Lomax, 
pub. Macmillan, 72s. Od.; Folk songs, U.S.A., ed. 
Lomax, pub. Duell, Sloan & Pearce, 35s. Od.; 
Paul Wellman’s Story of the cattle ranch in 
America, Doubleday; Montessori’s Education for 
the new world, pub. Madras. 

Further to the March 1958 “‘Notes’’, the com- 
plete edition of T. H. White’s Arthurian epic, The 
once and future king, has now been published by 
Collins at 25s. Od. It contains four novels. The 
sword in the stone has two new chapters, The 
witch in the wood has been rewritten with a new 
title. The ill-made knight is largely unaltered and 
The candle in the wind has not been published 
before. 

Many readers may already have seen the 
editorial on O.P. books in the May issue of Books 
and bookmen. 

NORMAN TOMLINSON 
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Correspondence 


(Correspondents are requested to write as 
briefly as possible.) 


THE STATUS AND TRAINING OF 
REFERENCE LIBRARIANS 


Mr. L. W. Baker, A.L.A., Assistant Reference 
Librarian, Paddington Public Libraries, writes: 


It was very gratifying for those of us who are 
employed in public reference libraries to see the 
Library Association Council concerning them- 
selves about the status of reference librarians (see 
May issue, p. 161-3). It is to be hoped that the 
memorandum will have an effect in securing 
adequate recognition of the worth of this aspect 
of librarianship, by the employing authorities 
and, not the least, by librarians themselves; too 
many of them are apt, in their representation of 
the value of the public library to the community, 
to pull out the “plum” of the overflowing issue 
counter in order to demonstrate “what a good 
boy am I’. 

The efficient recording and cancellation of 
great and yet greater quantities of transactions by 
large and yet larger staffs is very commendable, 
but is not to be recommended as a suitable 
evaluation of professional work since, for one 
thing, similar tasks are probably accomplished 
on a much greater scale and possibly more 
efficiently by clerks in other council departments. 

It is to be regretted that the only national 
standard for the remuneration of librarians 
employed by local authorities has been based on 
the supervision of staff engaged, in the main, on 
such duties, a factor which bears little relation to 
the degree to which the superviser is required to 
exercise his professional skill. It is an assessment 
of our work which we should discourage, since it 
concentrates attention away from librarianship as 
a profession and on an incidental requirement 
common to any occupation. It can also be applied 
in reverse; to secure the proportionately lower 
status of those whose professional work is carried 
out in isolation, or with a small staff, with no 
regard to the nature of the work or the degree of 
qualification of those supervised. 

It is to be hoped that the A.P.T. II minimum 
suggested in the memorandum may be the basis 
for the negotiation of another award through 
NALGO that would serve to counterbalance to 
some extent the undue concentration on super- 
visory duties of the present award and the adverse 
effect of that on our claim to recognition as a 
profession. 
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RECREATIONAL LITERATURE IN 
LIBRARIES 
[This correspondence commenced with a letter from 
Mr. A. Croghan in the February issue. Mr. Phelan replied 
to this in April and Mr. Croghan replied to Mr. Phelan 
in May. Two further letters appeared in June and to one 
of these Mr. Croghan replies below.] 


Mr. A. CROGHAN writes: 


Silence might imply assent, so I must reply to 
Mr. Gutridge. 

Of course we are purveyors of books. What 
else fills our shelves? What else do we catalogue 
and classify ? Where does the information service, 
the research facilities and the extension of educa- 
tion that we give, come from? Librarianship, like 
butchery, is a highly skilled trade and Mr. 
Gutridge has no reason to be ashamed of it. 

Since this correspondence has now widened, 
can we please drop “recreational literature’? 
Every librarian must know the arguments for this 
by heart now. It is only a symptom of the under- 
lying problem. What exactly is the function of the 
librarian ? Here I would like to support Mr. Stock 
in his plea for more information. Until we know 
far more about the people who don’t use the 
library, we can’t know what we are failing in. In 
fact we don’t even agree about those who use the 
library since Mr. Gutridge thinks that you can 
lead romance readers on to better things, whilst 
Mr. Phelan denies this. 

What we must not do, however, is to attempt 
to dodge the problem by shrugging the other 75 
per cent off as non-bookish. That is an abdication 
which we cannot possibly excuse. 


Library Association Library 
ADDITIONS TO THE LiBRARY, MARCH-May, 1958 


010— BIBLIOGRAPHY 
WitLoucney, E. E. The uses of bibliography to the 
students of literature and history. Hamden, Con- 
necticut, Shoe String Press, 1957. 105 p. 010.4 
Great Britain. STATIONERY OfFice. Consolidated 
index to Government publications, 1951-1955. 


London, H.M.S.O., 1958. ii, 137 p. 015.42 
——— Treasury. Official publications. London, 
H.M.S.O., 1958. 2 p.L., 20 p. 015.42 


RaMAGcE, D. G., compiler. A finding-list of English books 
to 1640 in libraries in the British Isles (excluding the 
national libraries and the libraries of Oxford and 
Cambridge). Durham, Council of the Durham 
Colleges, 1958. xvi, 101 p. 015.42 

Whitaker’s cumulative book list: part 134, January to 
December, 1957. London, J. Whitaker, 1958. xxii, 
585 p. 015.42 

SWEDEN. KUNGL. BIBLIOTEK, STOCKHOLM. Svensk tids- 
kriftskonst 1954-1956: utstillning av 45 svenska 
tidskrifter utvalda ur 1954-1956 Ars produktion. 
Stockholm, 1958. 52 p. 015.485 
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TunNisiA. BiBLiOTHEQUE NATIONALE, TUNIS. Récapitula- 
tion des périodiques officiels parus en Tunisie de 1881 
a 1955, Tunis, Imprimerie “‘La Rapide’’, 1956. 
108 p. 015.611 
Witson, H. W., firm, publishers. Standard catalog for 
public libraries, 1957 supplement to the 1949 edition. 
New York, 1958. iv, 107 p. 016 
Liprary Association. Catalogue of the Library. 
London, Library Association, 1958. vii, 519 p. 
016.02 
NortH MIDLAND BRANCH. Union list of period- 
icals on librarianship in the North Midlands area. 
Nottingham, 1958. 15 p. 016.0205 
U.S. Liprary or Concress. Newspapers on microfilm. 
3rd ed., compiled under the direction of George A. 
Schwegmann. Washington, 1957. viii, 202 p. 
016,025179 
Great Brirain. Royat AtRcRAFT ESTABLISHMENT, 
FARNBOROUGH. Catalogue of periodicals held by 
the main library, Royal Aircraft Establishment, 
February, 1958. London, Ministry of Supply, 1958. 
49 p. 016.05 
HENDERSON, G. P., compiler. Current British directories : 
a comprehensive guide to the local, trade and pro- 
fessional directories of the British Isles, 3rd ed. 
London, Jones & Evans’ Bookshop, 1958. xiv, 
273 p. 016.05 
ORGANIZATION FOR EUROPEAN ECONOMIC CO-OPERATION. 
INFORMATION Division. Liprary. Inventory of 
periodicals received by the Library, 1957. Paris, 1957. 
109 p. 016.05 
UNION OF SouTH Africa. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, 
ARTS AND Science. List of current periodicals in 
government departments, 1958. (Alphabetical and 
classified.) 2nd rev. ed. Pretoria, Office of the Chief 
Librarian, 1958. xxix, 385 p. 016.05 
VAUGHAN, H. R., editor. Overseas newspapers and 
periodicals. 6th ed. London, Publishing and Dis- 
tributing Co., 1958. xx, 212 p. 016.07 
New Jersey Liprary Association. Who cares?... 
about human relations ...a selective and critical 
bibliography. New York, Scarecrow Press, 1957. 
vii p.L, Ul. 9-141 p. 016.323 
CARNEGIE ENDOWMENT FOR INTERNATIONAL Peace. Ow 
trouver le texte des traités européens; bibliographie 
établie par Michel Roussier. Genéve, 1958. 53 p. 
016.34124 
Curimss, S. B. and Roots, I. A. English constitutional 
history: a select bibliography. London, Historical 
Association, 1958. 39 p. 016.34242 
INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE FOR SOCIAL Sciences Docu- 
MENTATION. Assistance to under-developed coun- 
tries: an annotated bibliography prepared by Jean 
Viet. Paris, Unesco, 1957. 83 p. 016.3616 
Apams, Sir J. What to read on education. Leeds Public 
Libraries, 1930. 36 p. 016.37 
Lonpon. Untverstry. Liprary. Theses and disserta- 
tions accepted for higher degrees, 1 October, 1956- 
30 September, 1957: a classified list... with an 
appendix of bibliographies submitted for the 
academic postgraduate diplomas in librarianship and 
in archive administration, 1957. London, 1957. 
vi, 50 p, 016.378242 
OsaKA PREFECTURAL Liprary. A classified catalogue of 
old books on science and technology published 
during the period from the end of 16th century to the 
middle of 19th century. Selections from the Sumi- 
tomo Collection of the Osaka Prefectural Library. 
Osaka, 1957. 20 p. 016.5 
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Great BriraIn. ADMIRALTY. HypRoGRAPHIC DEPART- 
MENT. Catalogue of Admiralty charts and other 


hydrographic publications, 1958. London, 1958. 
ii, 80 p. + 99 index charts. 016.524 
Unrrep Kincpom Atomic EnerGy AuTHority. Guide 


to U.K.A.E.A. documents; edited by J. Roland 
Smith. London, 1958. 20 p. 016.539 


ResearcuH Group. Selected abstracts of atomic 
energy project unclassified report literature in the 
field of radiation chemistry and bibliography of the 
published literature, Ist annual supplement (papers 
noted up to February, 1957); compiled by R. W. 
Clarke. Harwell, Berkshire, Atomic Energy Research 
Establishment, 1957. 2 p.l., 209 p. 016.54123 


INTERNATIONAL Committee FoR Soctat Sciences Docu- 
MENTATION and THE INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF 
ANTHROPOLOGICAL AND ETHNOLOGICAL SCIENCES. 
International bibliography of social and cultural 
anthropology, Vol. I. Paris, Unesco, 1958. 259 p. 

016.572 

Muttens, W.H. A list of books relating to British birds 
published before the year 1815 from the Library of 
W.H. Mullens. Hastings, Hastings and St. Leonards 


Natural History Society, 1908. 34 p. 016.5982 
British TRANSPORT COMMISSION. BritisH RAILWAYS. 
ReseaRcH DepaRTMENT. Liprary. Stocks of 


periodicals held at the libraries at London Road, 
Derby, and 222 Marylebone Road, London, N.W.1. 
Dergy, 1958. [2], 23 L 016.605 
Heyer, A. H., compiler. Historical sets, collected 
editions and monuments of music: a guide to their 
contents. Chicago, American Library Association, 
1957. 485 p. 016.78 
Scunaprer, E. B., editor. The British union-catalogue 
of early music printed before the year 1801: a record 

of the holdings of over one hundred libraries through - 

out the British Isles. London, Butterworth’s Scientific 
Publications, 1957. 016.78 
BLaANcK, J., compiler. Bibliography of American litera- 
ture, Vol. Il: George W. Cable to Timothy Dwight. 
New Haven, Yale University Press, 1957. xix, 534 p. 
016.81 

Annual bibliography of English language and literature, 
vol. 26, 1946. Cambridge, Cambridge University 


Press, 1958. xiv, 130 p. 016.82 
Devon County Lisrary. Catalogue of sets of plays. 
Exeter, Devon County Library, 1958. 56 p. 

016.822 


O’Nent, T. P. Sources of Irish local history, Ist series. 
Dublin, Library Association of Ireland, 1958. 38 p. 
016.9415 

Liprary AssOciaATION. CouNTY Luipraries SECTION. 
Victorian Britain. London, 1958.32 p. 016.942081 
WuireHeaD, Rev. J.T. Catalogue of the Tyssen Library, 
in the new Town-hall, Hackney. London, Marchant 
Singer, printers, 1888. 92 op. 016.94214 
Macmo. Stapssisiiotex. Tillvaxtkatalog 1956. Malmo, 
Forssells Boktryckeri, 1957. 71 p. 017.1 
Sveriges offentliga bibliotek: accessions-katalog tioars- 
register, 1936-1945, férra halften A-K. Stockholm, 
Kungliga Biblioteket, 1957. 813 p. 017.1 


—— senare hilften L-O. Stockholm, Kungliga Biblio- 
teket, 1957. 815-1609 p. 017.1 
Bristo.. Pustic Lisraries. Catalogue of additions 
(non-fiction and fiction) to the adult libraries, 1957. 
Bristol, 1958. iii, 476 p. 
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Arnot, J. F. Reading and research in a technological 
age. Melbourne, Victorian Division, Special Lib- 
raries Section, Library Association of Australia, 
1956. 7 p. 020.2 
Simmons Couiiece, Boston, Mass. ScHoor oF LisRary 
Science. Books and publishing [lecture series]. 
Vol. Ill, 1956. Boston, 1956. vii, 59 p. 020.2 
TENNESSEE. UNtversiry. University of Tennessee lib- 
rary lectures numbers seven, eight and nine, 1955-57; 
edited by John H. Dobson. Knoxville, 1957. 3 p.l., 
62 p. 020.2 
CavperRini, A. L’Associazione Italiana per le Biblio- 
teche; origini, realizzazioni, propositi. Trieste, 
Associazione Italiana per le Biblioteche. Sezione 
per il Veneto Orientale e la Venezia Giulia, 1957. 
60 p. 020.62245 
PAKISTAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION, First annual confer- 
ence: report by A. Moid. Karachi, 1958. 4 p. 


200.63547 
——_— ———— Welcome address by Dr. Mahmud 
Husain. Karachi, 1958. 4 p. 020.63547 


CaTHOLic LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. Proceedings 33rd 
annual conference held in Louisville, Kentucky, 
April 22-26, 1957. Villanova, Pennsylvania, 1957. 
164 p. 020.6373 

AITKENHEAD, J. Educational requirements for special 
librarianship. Melbourne, Victorian Division, Special 
Libraries Section, Library Association of Australia, 
1957. 5 p. 020.7 

VANDERBILT, A. T. and Mumrorp, L. Q. John Cotton 
Dana: the centennial convocation; addresses by 
Arthur T. Vanderbilt and L. Quincy Mumford. 
New Brunswick, New Jersey, Rutgers University 
Press, 1957. 61 p. 020.92 

Unesco. | Protection of cultural property in the event of 
armed conflict, by A. Noblecourt. Paris, 1958. xix, 
346, 60 p. 022.29 

Great Britain. DePpARTMENT OF SCIENTIFIC AND INDUS- 
TRIAL Researcu. Floor finishes for houses and 
other non-industrial buildings. H. M. Llewellyn and 
F. C. Harper. Rev. ed. London, H.M.S.O., 1952. 
iv, 20 p. 022.96 

HEeRTrorDsHiRE. County. Councit. TECHNICAL LiB- 
RARY SERVICE. Microtexts and microrecording: the 
papers: and discussion of a symposium held at 
Hatfield Technical College on the 14th January, 1958. 
Hertford, 1958. 27 p. 025.129 

Teneyck, H. Glossary of terms used in microreproduc- 
tion. Hingham, Mass., National Microfilm Associa- 
tion, 1955. ii, 88 p. 025.129 

Korn, J. Duplicate exchange service. Melbourne, 
Victorian Division, Special Libraries Section, Library 
Association of Australia, 1957. 7 L 025.267 

CueesMAn, L. A. The future of cataloguing codes as 
indicated by Lubetzky and Piggott. Melbourne, 
Victorian Division, Special Libraries Section, Library 
Association of Australia, 1957. 11 p. 025.32 

CommiTTre OF UNiversiry INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS 
Liprarians. A standard list of subject headings in 
industrial relations. Supplements 1-4. Princeton, 
N.J. Princeton University, Industrial Relations 
Section, 1957. 30 I. 025.3333115 

U.S. Liprary or ConGress. The National Union 
Catalog: a cumulative author list, December, 1957. 
Washington, D.C., U.S. Govt. Printing Office, 1958. 
xiii, 433 p. 025.35 

















Juty 1958 


Baapver, P. Standortbezeichnung in Bibliotheken, mit 
besonderer Beriicksichtigung der gegenwirtigen 
Verhidltnisse an deutschen wissenschaftlichen Allge- 
meinbibliotheken. Kéin, Greven Verlag, 1957. 113 p. 

025.4 


British STANDARDS INSTITUTION. Universal Decimal 
Classification; prepared by the B.S.I. under the 
auspices of the International Commission on Decimal 
Classification of the Lake Placid Education Founda- 
tion, New York. B.S.1000 (F.1.D. publication No. 
179) 69 Building: materials, construction, trades 
(025.45 :69]. Complete English ed., 4th international 
ed. London, 1958. 36 p. 025.4 

INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION FOR DOCUMENTATION. Ex- 
tensions and corrections to the U.D.C. Series 3, No. 
3. PE598-624, January 1, 1956-June 30, 1957. The 
Hague, 1958. 67 p. 025.4 


INTERNATIONAL GEOGRAPHICAL UNION. COMMISSION ON 
THE CLASSIFICATION OF Books AND Maps In LiB- 
rARiES. U.D.C. 91—geography: proposal for a 
revision of the group U.D.C. 91l—geography; 
compiled by Hon. Prof. Dr. E. Meynen. Remagen/ 
Rhein, Druck : Bundesanstalt fiir Landeskunde, 1956. 
90 p. 025.4691 


Fry, J. D. Getting information to the user. Melbourne, 
Victorian Division, Special Libraries Section, Library 
Association of Australia, 1957. 4 p. 026 

McKay, C. B. The essentials of an efficient technical or 
business library service. Melbourne, Victorian 
Division, Special! Libraries Section, Library Associa- 
tion of Australia, 1956. 8 p. 026.6 

Davies, J. H. Music librarianship. London, Royal 
Musical Association, 1951. 11 p. In Proceedings of the 
Royal Musical Association, Vol. 76, 1948-1950. 

026.78 

Irwin, R. The golden chain: a study in the history of 
libraries, an inaugural lecture delivered at University 
College, London, 21 November, 1957. London, H. K. 
Lewis, 1958. 20 p. 027 

As.is. Directory: a guide to sources of information in 
Great Britain and Ireland: edited by Miriam Alman. 
New ed..London, 1957, 2 v. 027.042 

Irwin, R. The origins of the English library. London, 
George Allen & Unwin, 1958. 255 p. 027.042 

HAMBURG. STAATS- UND UNIVERSITATS- BIBLIOTHEK. 
ZENTRALKATALOG. Fiihrer durch die Hamburger 
Bibliotheken. 2. Aufl. Hamburg, 1957. 103 p. 

027.043515 

Grotuusen, K. Die Entwicklung der wissenschaft- 
lichen Bibliotheken Jugoslawiens seit 1945, mit einem 
Anhang: Ubersetzungen wichtiger Rechts-, Verwal- 
tungs- und Audbildungsverordnungen. K6in, Greven 
Verlag, 1958. 176 p. 027.0497 

American library annual for 1957-1958 edited by Wyllis E. 
Wright. New York, R. R. Bowker, 1958. 4 p.L, 
247 p. 027.073 

Liprary AssociATION. Memorandum of evidence to be 
laid before the Committee appointed by the Minister 
of Education to consider the structure of the public 
library service in England and Wales. London, 1958. 
23 p. 027.442 

Statistics of public (rate supported) libraries in 

1956-57. 





Great Britain and Northern Ireland, 

London, 1958. 33 p. 027.442 
RicHaArpbs, B. It’s all free. London, Newman Neame, 

1957. 15 p. 027.442 


THE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION RECORD 


233 


NUrNBERG. STADTBIBLIOTHEK. Geschichte der Stadt- 
bibliothek Niirnberg von Dr. Karlheinz Goldmann. 
Nebst einem Beitrag, Die Niirnberger Stadtbibliothek 
als Museum, von Dr. Wilhelm Schwemmer. Niirn- 
berg, 1957. 131 p. 027.44332 

Cstry, I. A_ hazai kényvtarvuzsgalotok idészeri 
kérdései. Budapest, Magyar Kényvszemle, 1957. 
13 p. 027.44391 

AsHeim, L., editor. New directions in public library 
development: papers presented before the Twenty- 
second Annual Conference of the Graduate Library 
School of the University of Chicago, June 19-21, 
1957. Chicago, University of Chicago Graduate 
Library School, 1957. v, 104 p. 027.473 

Parsons, A. H. Fountains, not reservoirs: the public 
library. Chicago, American Library Association, 
1958. 16 p. 027.473 

St. Joun, F. R. Survey of library service for the blind, 
1956. New York, American Foundation for the 
Blind, 1957. x, 134 p. 027.663 

LeHMANN, E. Die Bibliotheksriume der deutschen 
Kléster im Mittelalter. Berlin, Akademie-Verlag, 
1957. 2 p.L, 50 p. 027.672 

KossutH Lasos TUDOMANYEGYETEM. KONyYvTAR, De- 
BRECEN. A Debreceni Kossuth Lajos Tudomany- 
egyetem K6nyvtaranak évkényve: annales Biblio- 
thecae Universitatis Debreceniensis de Ludovico 
Kossuth nominatae, 1956. Debrecen, 1957. 299, 
Xxv p. 027.7439 

Lupincton, F. B. Books and libraries: tools of the 
academic world. Chicago, American Library Asso- 
ciation, 1958. 14 p. 027.773 

Gaver, M. V. Every child needs a school library. 
Chicago, American Library Association, 1958. 16 p. 

027.8273 

Coste.Lo, H. T. Books for a college student's reading: 
the Trinity College Booklist. Sth ed. Hartford, 
Conn., Trinity College, 1958. vi, 133 p. 028.3 

NATIONAL Book LeaGue. Education book guide. Vol. 
Ill, 1958. London, Councils and Education Press, 
1958. xxix, 156 p. 028.5 

Writers’ and artists’ year book, 1958. London, Black, 
1958. 411 p. 029.6058 


090—Book Rarities 


Nixon, H. M. Royal English bookbindings in the 
British Museum. London, British Museum, 1957. 
24 p. 095 
Dirincer, D. The illuminated book: its history and 
production. London, Faber, 1958. 524 p. 096.1 


300—SociAL SCIENCES 


RATING AND VALUATION AssociATION. A selected list of 
Lands Tribunal rating appeals, 1955-56. London, 
1958. xxv, 108 p. 352.042 

You and your town; prepared in collaboration with 
National Association of Local Government officers. 
2nd ed. London, Educational Productions, 1954. 
36 p. 352.042 

Brerrner, R. C., editor. National insurance organiza- 
tions in the United States and Canada. New York, 
Special Libraries Association, 1957. vi, 65 p. 368.06 

The Education Authorities’ directory and annual, 1958. 
London, School Government Publishing Co., 1958. 
ix. 552 p. 370.58 


(To be continued) 
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(The following entries were held over from the last issue.) 


300—SoctAL ScieENCE 

The County and municipal year book for Scotland, 1958. 

Coupar Angus, W. Culross, 1957. xxii, 296 p. 
352.041 
CENTRAL OFFiCce OF INFORMATION. 
Rererence Division. Local government in Britain. 
3rded. London, H.M.S.O., 1957. iv,39p. 352.042 
CARNEGIE CORPORATION OF New York. Annual report 
1957. New York, 1957. 117 p. 378.32 
CARNEGIE FOUNDATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF 
TEACHING. Federal programs in higher education. 
New York, 1957. 19 p. 378.73 
Great Brirain. Murnistry oF Epucation. Training 
colleges in England and Wales recognised by the 
Minister. London, H.M.S.O., 1957. 34p. 378.99 


600—UseFruL Arts 

IMPERIAL CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES LTD. PHARMACEUTICALS 
Division. Pharmaceutical research in L.C.1. 1936-57. 
Alderley Park, Macclesfield, Cheshire, 1957. iii, 

75 p. 615.072 
NorpDIsK VIDENSKABELIGT BIBLIOTEKARFORBUND. Nor- 
disk handbog i bibliotekskundskab under redaktion 

af Svend Dahl. Bind I: videnskabshistorie, 
boghistorie. Kobenhavn, Alfred G. Hassing, 1957. 
494 p. 655 
Norton, F. J. Italian printers 1501-1520: an annotated 
list. London, Bowes and Bowes, 1958. xxxiv, 177 p. 
655.145 

Nowe .t-Smirn, S$. The House of Cassell, 1848-1958. 
London, Cassell, 1958. x, 299 p. 655.442 
Spain. InstrruToO Nacionat pet Lisro EspaNot, 
Maprip. Editores Espafoles: guia comercial 1957. 
Madrid, 1957. 386 p. 655.446 
Some practical aspects of book production. Three 
Cantor lectures. London, Royal Society of Arts, 
1958. 237-268 p. 655.5 
Armitace, F. D. An atlas of the commoner paper 
making fibres. London, Guildhall Publishing Co., 


GREAT BRITAIN. 


1957. 172 p. 676 
ZaeHNsporF, J. W. A chat about book binding. 
London, J. Zaehnsdorf, 1887. 7 p. 686 


800— LITERATURE 
Powe, L. C. Books west southwest: essays on writers, 
their books, and their land. Los Angeles, Ward 


Ritchie Press, 1957. x, 157 p. 810.4 
900—HisTORY 

O'Leary, J. G. Dagenham place names. Dagenham 

Borough Council, 1958. 106 p. 914.267 

Rogsuck, G. E. Footnotes to local history: the 

Walthamstow armorial. Walthamstow, Waltham- 

stow Antiquarian Society, n.d. 23 p. 929.8 


Davies, J. C., editor. Studies presented to Sir Hilary 
Jenkinson. London, Oxford University Press, 1957. 
xxx, 494 p., front. (port.). 942 

Great Brirain. CENTRAL OFFICE OF INFORMATION. 
Britain: an official handbook 1958 ed. London, 
1958. ix, 530 p. 942.002 


CRAMER’S ror MUSIC 


MUSICAL LITERATURE COMPLETE MUSIC 
AND MUSIC BINDING SERVICE PROVIDED 


139 NEW BOND STREET, LONDON, W.1! 
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British union-catalogue of early music, printed 
before the year 1801. A record of the holdings 
of over 100 libraries throughout the British 
Isles. Edited by Edith B. Schnapper. 1958. 
2 vols. (Butterworth’s Scientific Publications, 
£21.) 

The title of this notable work is self-explana- 
tory. While it owes something of its inspiration to 
Eitner’s still indispensable Quellen-Lexikon, it is 
the first catalogue ever published giving the 
musical holdings of a single country. The preface 
by Dr. C. B. Oldman, the Chairman of the Execu- 
tive Committee, sets out the vicissitudes of the 
work since its inception in 1946, and shows how 
much it owes to the generosity of a great amateur 
of music, the late Gerald M. Cooper, and, in its 
latter stages, to the assistance of the Pilgrim Trust. 
To Dr. Edith Schnapper, who succeeded 
Professor O. E. Deutsch as editor in 1950, is due 
a great debt of gratitude for her work. The public 
or municipal libraries which she visited are at 
Bath, Birmingham, Bournemouth, Cardiff, Dun- 
dee, Edinburgh, Leeds, Liverpool, Manchester, 
Perth and Wigan. It is possible that there are yet 
other public libraries possessing important per- 
manent collections of pre-1800 music which were 
unknown to the editor and the committee; these 
could certainly be included in a supplement. 

It may be asked of what practical use to public 
libraries this catalogue is. Although it is true that 
most of those with music in their stock have 
acquired it by gift rather than by purchase and 
cannot include it to any great extent in their 
acquisitions policy, they are likely to receive a 
growing number of enquiries about not only 
what they have themselves, but also about what is. 
to be found elsewhere. Slowly but surely, per- 
formers and listeners of all kinds are taking an 
increasing interest in early musical sources. It is 
indisputably part of the librarian’s job to be able 
to tell them where they can find what they want. 

The Union-catalogue is alphabetical, with 
entries for composers and anonymous titles 
arranged in one order. There is also an index 
containing the titles or first words of over 10,000 
songs and vocal works, many of which continued 
in general use until well into the nineteenth cen- 
tury, and are often asked for today. Here is 
another invaluable use of the catalogue. The two 
volumes are handsomely produced, and well 
worth the price, which is but little more than that 
asked per volume for another standard work 
from the same publishers—the British union- 
catalogue of periodicals. Its musical fellow should 

















JuLy 1958 THE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION RECORD 235 





THE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


Recent Publications 
. . * 


FIVE YEARS’ WORK IN LIBRARIANSHIP 
1951-1955 


Edited by P. H. Sewett, F.L.A. 
1958. viii, 418 pp. 60s. (45s. to members). Post Is. 
A survey of the major trends, developments and publications in librarianship at home 
and abroad. National, government, university, public and special libraries are covered, 
and all aspects of library work are dealt with, including professional education, book 
production and documentary reproduction. 


* * * 


NATIONAL LIBRARIES OF THE WORLD 


THEIR HISTORY, ADMINISTRATION AND PUBLIC SERVICE 

ARUNDELL ESDAILE, C.B.E., M.A., Litt.D., F.L.A. 
Second edition, completely revised by F. J. Hitt, M.A., F.L.A. 
1957. xv, 413 pp. 12 plates. 44s. (33s. to members). Post 6d. 
The natural growth of the stocks of national libraries, the development of their services 
and, above all, the calamity of a second world war have made necessary considerable 
alterations and additions in the revision of Dr. Esdaile’s text. Thirty-two libraries are 
described; buildings, catalogues, collections, staff and finance are dealt with, and a 
bibliography follows each chapter. 


PROLEGOMENA TO LIBRARY CLASSIFICATION 


S. R. RANGANATHAN 
Second edition. 1957. 487 pp. 45s. (33s. to members). Post 6d. 
The original edition of this work, published twenty years ago, was an outstanding contri- 
bution to library classification and has had considerable influence on library thought 
and practice. The second edition has been largely revised and partly re-written by the 


author. 
. . aa 


CHOSEN FOR CHILDREN 


AN ACCOUNT OF THE BOOKS WHICH HAVE BEEN AWARDED THE 
LIBRARY ASSOCIATION CARNEGIE MEDAL, 1936-1957 
1957. viii, 89 pp. Portraits and illustrations. 16s. (11s. 6d. to members). Post 6d. 
Each book awarded the Medal is described; this description is followed by an extract from 
it and a biographical note on the author, while the author contributes a note on how the 
book came to be written. The work is illustrated with portraits of the authors and illustra- 
tions from the books themselves. 
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find just as wide a welcome in all libraries which 
serve a large population with active musical 
centres. A. Hyatt KING 


DirRINGER (Davip). The illuminated book: its 
history and production. 1958. 524 pp. 
248 plates. (Faber and Faber, £6 6s.) 

Dr. Diringer’s Hand-produced book should 
already be known to librarians. In this new work, 
he follows up with a detailed, comprehensive 
survey of illumination—as an elucidation of the 
text, rather than as a form of decorative art. 
The author states that he writes for the “‘inter- 
ested layman” and not for scholars, but many 
of the latter will find this one-volume history 
useful. Until now it has been necessary to 
compile one’s own comprehensive history, using 
various sources, from the little picture books 
issued by the Bodleian, to such works of original 
scholarship as Dodwell’s Canterbury school of 
illumination, and the recently-published Miniature 
painting in the Latin Kingdom of Jerusalem, by 
Buchthal. 

Dr. Diringer deals in generous detail with the 
whole history, from the Book of the Dead, to 
the sixteenth century. He pays special attention 
to schools not often dealt with: there is a forty- 
page section devoted to Islamic, Hebrew and 
Mozarabic work, and Armenian illumination has 
five pages to itself. Each chapter consists of a 
general account of the characteristic styles, which 
is followed by a survey of each school (Canter- 
bury, Winchester, Mercian and so forth), again 
giving the main characteristics of style first. The 
detailed examination of the more important MSS, 
which includes descriptions of the miniatures, is 
probably more than the layman can easily digest, 
and as many as 25 MSS may be referred to on 
one page. It is a pity that considerations of cost 
must have necessitated the limitation of the 
number of plates, since it is always difficult to 
convey in words the essence of a picture. Students 
of Finals Historical Bibliography would be well 
advised to make use of the introductory matter 
on each school, and to ignore the descriptions of 
all but the more famous examples, such as the 
Book of Durrow and the Utrecht Psalter. 

There are nearly 250 pages of half-tone 
illustrations, often with three or four reproduc- 
tions to a page, and six colour plates. Unfor- 
tunately, there is no indication of the size of the 
original, and one must turn to the contents to 
see to which school an illustration belongs. The 
plates are conveniently grouped, so that all the 
examples of one style are together. 

The bibliographies to each section are very 
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full, giving page references to books and 
periodical articles. The alphabetical index is 
nearly 40 pages long; an Index Historicus lists 
the works mentioned in the text in chronological 
order. R. B. BATEMAN 


LiBRARY ASSOCIATION. REFERENCE AND SPECIAL 
Lipraries SECTION. Reference and special 
libraries: technical problems—1957: proceed- 
ings of the Annual Conference, Reference and 
Special Libraries Section, Harrogate, April, 
1957; edited by Harold Smith and H. G. 
German. 1957. 48 p. (Library Association, 
Reference and Special Libraries Section.) 

The Conference consisted of an opening 
address, ‘‘A personal view of library services’ by 
Mr. Stanley Hyland, Turkish Programmes 
Organizer, B.B.C., and three papers: “Indexing 
and classification”, by Mr. E. J. Coates, Chief 
Subject Cataloguer, British National Bibliography; 
“The provision of periodical literature”, by Mr. 
J. D. Pearson, Librarian, School of Oriental and 
African Studies; “‘Services to readers’, by Mr. 
J. H. Bebbington, City Librarian of Sheffield. 
Stimulating discussions took place after each 
paper and a number of resolutions were passed. 

As an ex-librarian now using books in connec- 
tion with his daily work, Mr. Hyland is admirably 
placed as a critic and has enough technical know- 
ledge to criticize intelligently from the user’s point 
of view. His pleas for better personal service, 
more analytical cataloguing and annotated cata- 
logues will, if heeded, greatly improve reference 
library service. His amusing paper reads very 
well: it must have been a joy to listen to. 

Mr. Coates outlined the function of classifica- 
tion in reference work, suggesting that drawing 
up schedules for a book classification (like biblio- 
graphical knowledge) is an essential part of the 
librarian’s province and cannot be handed over 
entirely to subject specialists, though their advice 
may be essential at times. He described how facet 
analysis simplifies the layout of classification 
schemes, and advocated the production of an 
entirely new fully faceted British system of 
classification. 

Mr. Pearson dealt with the problem of plan- 
ning for a comprehensive coverage of periodicals, 
the need for many small union lists restricted in 
subject and location to complement BUCOP, 
and called for another general British index to 
periodicals which would index the scholarly 
periodicals omitted by the Subject index to 
periodicals. He closed with a plea to publishers 
for more cumulative indexes to single periodicals. 

Mr. Bebbington dealt with hours of opening, 
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co-operation with local special libraries and local 
technical college libraries, the problem of 
unscrupulous or lazy-minded enquirers, and 
training readers how to use the library. 

The advantages of a conference having a unify- 
ing central theme show to the full; the papers 
were very interesting and evoked lively discus- 
sions. This pamphlet is essential reading for all 
Students (and tutors) of Classification and 
Assistance to Readers. J. L. INGHAM 


LANDAU (THOMAS), ed. Encyclopaedia of librarian- 
ship. 1958. ix, 334 pp. (Bowes & Bowes, 
55s.) 

This book goes some way towards filling a gap 
in professional literature by providing a con- 
venient work of reference for students and 
librarians generally. A major limitation is that its 
material, with minor exceptions, stops short at 
1955. Hence the article on copyright contains no 
reference to the 1956 Act and the Public Libraries 
(Scotland) Act, 1955, is not mentioned. More- 
over, the book is concerned almost entirely with 
British librarianship and I could find no reference 
to such significant developments in library 
organization as the Farmington Plan and the 
Mid-West Inter-Library Centre. 

Users will without doubt find the longer 
articles by acknowledged experts, to which select 
bibliographies are appended, the most useful 
feature of the book. Here we have, for example, 
reliable, concise accounts of the work of bodies 
such as Unesco, IFLA and F.I.D., written by 
their leading officials, and summary accounts of 
the Library Association and of the History of 
Libraries. Mr. Bryon’s tabulation of the Regional 
Library Systems particularly appealed to me. 
Some noteworthy omissions include: national 
libraries generally and _ individual national 
libraries, micro-reproduction, censorship, exten- 
sion work and readership surveys. 

A major part of the work is, however, devoted 
to brief definitions, particularly of bibliographical 
and cataloguing terms and brief biographical 
notes. The absence of an index is not compen- 
sated for by a thorough system of cross-referenc- 
ing. | found several needed references missing and 
one misleading reference from ‘Architecture, 
Planning” to ‘Furniture’, when the latter head- 
ing referred only to printers’ furniture. Misprints 
brought to my notice include “‘cancellars’’ for 
“cancellans’’ and type height given as -718 
instead of -918 of an inch. 

Mr. Landau appears to have been well advised 
in his choice of contributors and, within the limits 
I have attempted to indicate, the book has achieved 
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FRENCH GERMAN SPANISH ITALIAN 
books supplied at cheapest prices. Ask us to 
quote or select. Large stocks. Regular lists. 
INTERNATIONAL BOOK CLUB 
11 Buckingham St., Strand, W.C.2 





its purpose. Its continued usefulness will depend 
on regular and thorough revision. 
P. H. SEWELL 


GERMAN RESEARCH ASSOCIATION. Provision of 
foreign literature (from the Annual Report, 
1955-56). Requirements of research libraries 
(from the Annual Report 1956-57). Meetings 
of the library board . . . for the period October, 
1956, to October, 1957 (extract from Zeit- 
schrift fiir Bibliothekswesen und _ Biblio- 
graphie). 

“Does the Notgemeinschaft der deutschen 
Wissenschaft still list and buy foreign works for 
German libraries ?’’ This question, posed by Dr. 
Savage in his article in the March REcorD, is 
answered by the offprints noticed here. 

The Notgemeinschaft (Emergency Committee 
of German Science) was revived in 1949 and 
became the Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft 
(German Research Association) in 1951. This 
body has a Library Board representing the 
principal German libraries. Its activities take 
several forms, directed towards securing for the 
research worker (using that term in its widest 
sense) comprehensive and rapid access to infor- 
mation through the university, scientific, city and 
regional libraries of Western Germany. 

In 1956-57, the libraries of the Sondersammel- 
gebiete (Subject specialization scheme) received 
government grants totalling 0IDM.1,345,000 
(£114,500) as a basis for their provision of foreign 
literature. An innovation in the periodicals field 
was the acquisition from the United States of 
Russian periodicals in English translations cover- 
ing science, medicine and technology. It also 
became possible to widen the range of the 
specialization scheme to take in books and 
periodicals published in the period 1930-38. The 
board publishes a list of selected foreign periodi- 
cals (VAZ) for the use of libraries. 

It is reported that the programme for ensuring 
coverage in basic foreign periodicals (the “A- 
list’’) is so well established that no further grants 
from the DFG will be made to libraries from 1958 
onwards. Work under this scheme is now turning 
towards the provision of duplicate copies for loan 
and assistance with the cost of binding. 
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Other fields of co-operative activity are in the 
provision of East European literature in the five 
university libraries, the exchange of dissertations 
and duplicates between German and foreign 
libraries, and the compilation of union and 
regional catalogues. Under consideration are 
projects for the establishment of a library of 
technical information and a statement of basic 
standards for university libraries. Measures for 
speeding up the routine of delivering books to the 
reader within the library are actively being 
explored. 

In all nearly 3 million DM. (£255,000) were 
granted for the work of the Library Board in 
1956. Rosert F. ASHBY 


NATIONAL Book LeaGue. Science for all: an 
annotated reading list for the non-specialist. 
1958. 186 pp. (Cambridge Univ. Press, 
9s. 6d.) 

This is a list of some 700 titles of ““books which 
will help the non-specialist to understand physical 
aspects of the world in which he lives, and 
specialists in particular fields to learn something 
about the activities of their fellow-workers”’. It 
has been compiled by the National Book League 
in consultation with the British Association for 
the Advancement of Science. It has a section on 
reference works and about twenty subject groups, 
most of which are concerned with pure science, 
though there is a small section on technology with 
a subsection on automation. Only physiology, of 
the medical sciences, has been included, as these 
and the social sciences are considered to be 
outside the scope of the list. 

Most of the books cited are in print, though a 
few out-of-print titles have been included. This 
enhances the value of the list, as the books can 
usually be obtained from libraries and their 
omission would unbalance it. 

Cross references have been given so that works 
which could occur in either of two sections can be 
traced, though one under history and biography 
indicating that historical accounts should be 
sought under individual subjects would have been 
appropriate. Indexes of authors and titles are 
supplied and complete a useful bibliography. 

Joyce LANCASTER-JONES 


New Jersey Liprary ASSOCIATION. Who cares ? 

. . about human relations: a selective and 

critical bibliography deeply concerned with the 

human relations of family, community, ethnic 

and racial groups, religion, education, business 

and industry. 1957. 141 pp. (New York, The 
Scarecrow Press; Bailey Bros., 27s.) 
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This is a curious, arbitrary list of books on 
some of the social problems of the age, such as 
intellectual freedom, the individual and the family 
in society, racial and religious prejudices. Although 
highly selective—there are only 441 entries cover- 
ing the whole field—some entries are given several 
times. For instance, Robert Penn Warren’s 
Segregation is cited three times (nos. 52, 167, 278), 
complete with the same 8-line annotation. One 
cannot help feeling that a more helpful and 
systematic arrangement might have made such 
waste of space unnecessary and would have per- 
mitted the inclusion of many important omissions. 
For instance, although this booklist is compiled 
by an American library association and although 
intellectual freedom is one of the subjects covered, 
no mention is made of two important publica- 
tions of the American Library Association Com- 
mittee on Intellectual Freedom, Freedom of 
communication and Freedom of book selection 
(Chicago, American Library Association, 1954). 
To give a further example, on the subject of race 
and discrimination many important works are 
omitted, such as Unesco’s series ““The race 
question in modern science”’ and the Handbook on 
race relations in South Africa, by Ellen Hellmann 
and Leah Abrahams (Capetown, London, O.U.P. 
for the South African Institute of Race Relations, 
1949). The reason for some omissions may be 
that books not published in the U.S.A. have been 
deliberately excluded: if this is so, the fact should 
be clearly stated. 

There is a short list of sources for further 
reading and for obtaining free or inexpensive 
material, but for 27s. (the English price) and with 
a library association responsible for its compila- 
tion, one is entitled to say “This is not good 
enough’’. On page 15 Gilbert Highet is exalted to 
Gilbert Highest. BARBARA KYLE 


UNITED KINGDOM ATOMIC ENERGY AUTHORITY. 
Guide to U.K.A.E.A. documents, edited by 
J. Roland Smith. 1958. 20 (i) pp., refs., tables, 
(U.K.A.E.A., gratis.) 

This attractively-produced booklet is in the 
nature of a British counterpart to the U.S. Atomic 
Energy Commission’s Guide to atomic energy 
literature (TID-4575), and serves both as an 
introduction to the U.K.A.E.A.’s publications 
and a reference-handbook for librarians. Its issue 
was certainly overdue, for whereas it has been 
possible to find much of what it contains from 
other sources (some of which were mentioned by 
D. R. Jamieson in “Special library notes’, 
Recorb, January, 1958, p. 19) it is obviously an 
advantage both for the U.K.A.E.A. and librarians 
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who handle the atomic energy literature that 
there should be an official guide to the Authority’s 
publication policy and, in particular, to their 
prolific family of report series. Librarians of the 
Atomic Energy Authority’s British depository 
libraries (of which there are now fourteen— 
Edinburgh being the latest addition) and of the 
great industrial consortia who have contracted to 
build Britain’s first commercial nuclear power 
stations, have of course for some time known and 
made use of the earlier publications. But there 
must be many others—especially librarians over- 
seas, as well as the scientific and technological 
workers themselves—who will have wished for 
something like this Guide. 

Its arrangement is clear, straightforward, and 
set out under bold headings: ‘Who issues 
U.K.A.E.A. scientific and technical information” 
(an outline of the various research establish- 
ments); “How unclassified information is pub- 
lished”’ (besides reports, there is a very respectable 
contribution to the scientific and technical press) ; 
“‘Where unclassified documents may be obtain- 
ed’’ (with a table of depository libraries’ holdings 
—including those of U.S. and Canadian reports); 
“Lists of unclassified documents’’, etc. (mention 
is made of select subject-bibliographies which may 
be prepared on request, but of which, un- 
fortunately, no list of those in existence is 
supplied); “Classified documents’’ (some of 
which are stated to be available under commercial 
agreements) ; ““General description of U.K.A.E.A. 
(report) series’; and finally, occupying half the 
booklet, “Serial codes and numbering systems 
for documents’’. This section explains how the 
series codes are constructed, and lists them all: 
perhaps only an industrial librarian will appreciate 
why they should be so complex. Given such 
identification systems, however (and they were 
widespread before atomic energy came on the 
scene), the paramount necessity for the librarian is 
to recognize whose they are when he sees them 
quoted as references. He will find in this booklet 
not only the series at present in use, but also those 
which have been discontinued, to which (in 
the case of the Industrial Group) there are also 
added the first and last serial numbers of 
each. 

Copies of the Guide are available at the Science 
Library, South Kensington; the Central Libraries 
at Acton, Birmingham, Bristol, Edinburgh, 
Glasgow, Hull, Leeds, Liverpool, Manchester, 
Newcastle, Nottingham and Sheffield; and at the 
Dept. of Industrial and Forensic Science, Belfast; 
or on request from the U.K.A.E.A., 11 Charles II 
Street, London, S.W.1. 
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The British catalogue of music, 1957. General 
Editor, A. J. Wells. (Council of the British 
National Bibliography. Quarterly and annual 
issues, 4 guineas.) 

This is a credit to British librarianship, and a 
thorough justification for the corporate method of 
organization which has developed in the cata- 
loguing field since the war. The International 
Association of Music Libraries pointed out the 
need, pressed for action, and got a joint com- 
mittee working. The rest followed naturally, when 
it became clear that it was fitting, in more senses 
than one, to organize a trade bibliography for 
music by jumping on to the B.N.B.’s excellent 
bandwagon. After that it came down basically to 
the vision and energy of a very small group of 
people: the British Museum’s Music Room staff, 
to re-align their copyright intake and cataloguing 
procedure, and Mr. Wells’ staff, including Mr. 
Coates, the “‘onlie begetter’’ of the facet classifica- 
cation as applied to music. We now have these 
quarterly and annual composer-, title-, classified- 
and subject-lists, of music published (or available 
in the U.K. through regular agents) with a most 
useful address-list of those publishers and agents. 
Librarians, bibliographers, publishers and music- 
sellers now enjoy a scientific tool which has had 
embryonic ancestors but never an equal. We can 
now look the Germans in the face, who have been 
at this kind of thing for well over a hundred years. 

Some music-groupings defy any classification, 
and it is not surprising that ““wood-wind quintet” 
and “wind quintet” get separated (Cruft at 
UNRK/PW, and Barber at VNR, p. 141) when 
they are for identical combinations. In fact the 
whole of V (Woodwind Instruments) could better 
be telescoped into U (Wind Instruments). Brass 
and Wind Band need some connecting references 
since they invade each other’s territories. “Brass 
Wind instruments’’ could, more musically, 
become “Brass Instruments’’—these are trifles 
which do nothing to spoil a thoroughly workman- 
like job, fully deserving congratulation to all 
concerned. 

J. H. Davies 


Honours to Members 


We are pleased to note that the honorary degree of 
Master of Arts at Nottingham University has been 
conferred upon Mr. EpGar Osporne, F.L.A., formerly 
County Librarian of Derbyshire. 

We are also pleased to note that, in the Birthday 
Honours, Mr. C. W. MusGrave, F.L.A., Director of 
Brighton Public Library, received the award of O.B.E., 
and that Dr. C. B. OLpMaN, C.B., M.A., F.S.A., F.L.A., 
Keeper, Department of Printed Books, British Museum, 
received the award of C.V.O. 
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Obituaries 


MEIKLE.—We regret to note the death of Dr. 
H. W. Meikle, C.B.E., a former Librarian of the 
National Library of Scotland, on May 24th, 1958. 
Dr. Meikle was the first Keeper of Manuscripts 
in the National Library from 1927-1931, when he 
succeeded W. K. Dickson as Librarian, a position 
from which he retired in 1946. He was appointed 
Historiographer in Scotland in 1940 and Pro- 
fessor of Ancient History in the Royal Scottish 
Academy in 1942. 


RoGers.—We regret to note the death of 
Councillor Mrs. Margaret Rogers, B.A., Chair- 
man of the Bedford Public Library Committee. 


TALMEY.—Miss E. M. Talmey, F.L.A., Deputy 
Borough Librarian and Curator of Hove, died 
suddenly on July 15th at the age of 53. She joined 
the staff of the Hove Library in 1920, being the 
fourth member of her family to take up librarian- 
ship as a career, and this in itself must have been a 
very unique occurrence. She became first assistant 
in 1929, and two years later was appointed assis- 
tant librarian. In 1941 she was appointed Acting 
Borough Librarian and Curator when _ her 
superior officer was called for National Service. 
In the same year she became a Fellow of the L.A. 
and had the responsibility for the administration 
of the whole library during the difficult war years. 

On the return of the Librarian in 1946, she was 
appointed Deputy Librarian and Curator, and 
the Council placed on record the efficient way in 
which she had administered the library in the 
previous five years. 


A loyal and competent official, she had a thorough 
knowledge of English literature and bibliographical 
resources. For many years she was an enthusiastic 
member of the Brighton and Hove Archaeological 
Society, the Sussex Record Society, and the Hove Art 
Collections Fund Association, and her chief ambition was 
to write a history of Hove. To this end she amassed a large 
collection of records, news cuttings, photographs, and 
documents, and this was her prime interest in her job as 
Deputy Librarian. But her interests were many—music, 
poetry, painting—and she always took every opportunity 
to visit other libraries, museums, art galleries, and places 
of interest. 

Miss Talmey was a disciplinarian. She was brought up 
in a hard but rewarding school, and always paid the 
highest tribute to her first chief, Mr. John W. Lister, who 
came from Sheffield to Hove in 1891, to inaugurate the 
library service in Hove. She modelled herself on his ideas 
of library administration and organization, and was 
exceedingly punctilious. She lived for the Library and 
Museum, but never sought publicity in any shape or form. 
She will be sadly missed. 


J. Dove 
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Appointments and Retirements 


ARMITAGE.—Miss E. F. Armitage, Assistant, Birming- 
ham P.L., to leave library service. 

BaiLtie.—Miss J. H. Baillie, A.L.A., Assistant, Paisley 
P.L., to be Cataloguing and Classifying Assistant, 
Andersonian Library, Royal College of Science and 
Technology, Glasgow. 

Banp.—Miss G. M. Band, A.L.A., First Assistant, 
Constitution Hill Branch, Birmingham P.L., to be Senior 
Assistant, Alcester Regional Library, Warwick Co.L. 

Barnes.—Miss H. L. R. Barnes, A.L.A., Assistant 
Medical Librarian, Univ. of W. Ontario, to be Assistant 
Catalog Librarian, Antioch College, Yellow Springs, 
Ohio, U.S.A. 

Batry.—Mr. C. D. Batty, B.A., Assistant, Cataloguing 
Section, Birmingham Reference Library, to be Librarian, 
Garretts Green Technical College, Birmingham. 

Birp.—Mr. M. C. E. Bird, Mobile Librarian, West 
Suffolk Co.L., to be Branch Librarian, Keynsham, 
Somerset Co.L. 

ButrcHer.—Mr. J. Butcher, Chief Assistant, Wednes- 
bury P.L., to resign. 

Byron.—Miss P. M. Byron, A.L.A., Senior Assistant, 
S. Yorks. Regional Lib. Hq., W. Riding Co.L., to be 
Senior Cataloguer, Southport P.L. 

Dawson.—Mr. H. A. V. Dawson, A.L.A., Branch 
Librarian, Queensbury Branch, Middlesex Co.L., to be 
Branch Librarian, Clevedon, Somerset Co.L. 

Dopp.—Mrs. J. G. Dodd, A.L.A., First Assistant, 
Aston Branch, Birmingham P.L., to be Librarian, 
Brooklyn Farm Technical College, Birmingham. 

Epwarps.—Mrs. P. M. Edwards (née Moseley), 
Assistant, Balsall Heath Branch, Birmingham P.L., to 
resign. 

Greaves.—Mr. C. E. Greaves, A.L.A., Librarian, 
Aston Branch, Birmingham P.L., to be Librarian, 
Acock’s Green Branch. 

HapLow.—Mr. J. F. Hadlow, Assistant, Northumber- 
land Co.L., to be Assistant, Aslib Research Project, 
College of Aeronautics. 

Harrison.—Mr. F. K. Harrison, B.A., A.L.A., Senior 
Assistant, Essex Co.L., to be Music Librarian, Lewisham 
P.L. 

Haywarp.—Mr. D. E. Hayward, A.L.A., Branch 
Librarian, Chatham P.L., to be Librarian, Dearne P.L. 

How.e.—Mr. T. H. Howle, F.L.A., Librarian, Dukin- 
field P.L., to be Librarian-in-charge, Ramsbottom Region, 
Lancs. Co.L. 

Jeans.—Mrs. M. Weatherup Jeans, B.A., F.L.A., 
Branch Librarian, Ashford Branch, Kent Co.L., to retire. 

Jones.—Mr. B. Jones, A.L.A., Cataloguer, Monmouth- 
shire Co.L., to be Chief Assistant, Pontypridd P.L. 

Jones.—Mr. J. H. Jones, A.L.A., Regional Branch 
Librarian, Pulborough Region, W. Sussex Co.L., to be 
Librarian-in-charge of Reference and Lending Section, 
W. Sussex Co.L.Hq. 

LAWRENCE.—Miss P. A. Lawrence, Assistant, Isle of 
Wight, Co. Seely L., to be Assistant, Children’s Dept., 
Kensington P.L. 

Lea.—Mr. J. T. Lea, B.A., F.L.A., Chief Assistant, 
Swindon P.L., to be Tutor/Librarian, Salisbury and 
S. Wilts. College of Further Education. 

Linpsay.—Mr. C. Lindsay, Branch Librarian, Acock’s 
Green Branch, Birmingham P.L., to retire. 

McNew.—Mr. T. S. McNeil, F.L.A., Assistant-in- 
charge, Central Lending Library, Swindon P.L., to be 
Chief Assistant Librarian, Swindon P.L. 

Ma.e.—Mr. R. L. Male, Assistant, Birmingham P.L., 
to leave the service. 




















ag 


W. H. Smith 
& Son’s 


RE-BOUND 
Library Books 


We have been told by more 
than one Librarian that the 
re-bound ex-library novels 
we offer are the finest book 
bargains available to Public 
Libraries. The binding is 
washable, extremely durable, 
and really can be depended 
upon to stand up to the 
hardest wear. Prices are from 
7/- upwards, depending on 
size and original published 
price. 


@ Our representatives cover all parts 
of England, and will be pleased to call 
with specimen volumes and a large selec- 
tion of wrappers of titles available. 
Visitors to London will be cordially 
welcomed from Monday to Friday at 








STRAND HOUSE, LONDON, W.C.2 


Telephone: Holborn 4343 | 


| 
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Moon.—Mr. E. E. Moon, F.L.A., Head of Technical 
Services, Kensington P.L., to be Director of Public 
Library Services, Newfoundland. 

MorGan.—Miss A. M. Morgan, A.L.A., First 
Assistant, Book Acquisition Section, Birmingham Refer- 
ence Library, to be Head of Periodicals Section, Birming- 
ham Reference Library. 

NpeGwa.—Mr. J. Ndegwa, A.L.A., Library Assistant, 
East African Literature Bureau, to be Librarian. 

NewTon.—Miss V. V. Newton, A.L.A., Children’s 
Library Assistant, Kensington P.L., to be Children’s 
Librarian, Chelsea P.L. 

PemBeRTON.—Mr. J. E. Pemberton, B.A., F.L.A., 
Information Officer, Normalair Ltd., Yeovil, to be 
Technical Documentation Officer and Librarian, Liver- 
pool P.L. 

Rupp.— Miss J. M. Rudd, Assistant, Birmingham P.L., 
to resign on marriage. 

SAUNDERS.—Miss M. M. Saunders, Assistant, Bir- 
mingham Reference Library, to be First Assistant, Aston 
Branch. 

SuHarp.—Mr. J. R. Sharp, F.L.A., Technical Librarian 
and Information Officer, to be Senior Indexer, Aslib 
Research Project on Information Retrieval. 

Suerrie.p.—Miss M. C. Sheffield, ¥.L.A., Head of 
Periodicals Section, Birmingham Reference Library, to be 
Librarian, Birmingham Commercial Library. 

SmitH.—Mr. D. L. Smith, M.A., F.L.A., Assistant 
Librarian, Government Communications Hq., Cheiten- 
ham, to be Librarian, Oxford College of Technology, Art 
and Commerce. 

SmitH.—Miss N. E. Smith, M.A., A.L.A., Assistant 
Librarian, The Library Association Library, to be 
Assistant Librarian, The University of Edinburgh Library. 

THomas.—Miss B. F. Thomas, B.A., Assistant, Bir- 
mingham P.L., to resign on marriage. 

TwyYMAN.—Miss J. M. Twyman, Assistant, Co. Seely 
L., Isle of Wight, to be Librarian-in-charge, North West 
Mobile L., Shropshire Co.L. 

Waker.—Mr. D. G. F. Walker, M.A., A.L.A., 
Superintendent, Students’ Reading Room, Glasgow Univ. 
L. to be Deputy Librarian, Univ. College, London. 

Weston.—Miss M. E. Weston, A.L.A., Assistant-in- 
charge, Reference Service Section, Reference Dept., 
Birmingham P.L., to retire. 

Wires.—Miss G. M. Wiles, Assistant, Chislehurst 
Branch, Chislehurst and Sidcup Libraries, to be Librarian, 
New Zealand House, London. 

WripGway.—Miss M. Wridgway to be Branch 
Librarian, Burnham-on-Sea, Somerset Co.L. 

Wricut.—Mr. D. Wright, F.L.A., Librarian, Birming- 
ham Commercial Library, to be Head of Reference 
Service Section, Birmingham P.L. 

WHITAKER.—Mr. M. J. P. Whitaker, Junior Assistant, 
Bedfordshire Co.L., to be Junior Assistant, Frome 
Branch, Somerset Co.L. 


Appointments Vacant 


Chartered Librarians are advised to refrain from 

applying for any post in public libraries demanding 

Registration Qualifications (A.L.A. or F.L.A.) 

which is advertised in the General or Clerical 

Divisions of the National Scales or in accordance 
with the Miscellaneous Salary Scales. 


THE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION RECORD 





Jury 1958 


UNIVERSITY COLLEGE OF GHANA 
Applications are invited for Assistant Librarianship from 
graduates with professional qualifications and working 
knowledge of at least one foreign language. Experience 
in a University Library an asset. Salary scale: £1,000 x 
£50—£1,350 x £75—£1,800; £1,850 per annum, entry 
point determined by qualifications and experience. Outfit 
and family allowances, F.S.S.U. Passages for appointee 
and family on appointment, normal termination and 
annual overseas leave. Part-furnished accommodation at 
rent not exceeding 7-5 per cent. of salary. Detailed 
applications (6 copies), naming 3 referees, by 15 August, 
1958, to Secretary, Inter-University Council for Higher 
Education Overseas, 29 Woburn Square, London, W.C.1, 
from whom further particulars may be obtained. 


NIGERIAN COLLEGE OF ARTS, SCIENCE AND 
TECHNOLOGY 

(Principal: C. A. Hart, C.M.G., T.D., D.Sc., Ph.D., 

M.LC.E., M.1.Mech.E., F.R.LC.S., A.M.LStruct.E.) 

Applications are invited for the post of Deputy 
LIBRARIAN. 

Qualifications: F.L.A.; preference given to candidates 
with experience in a Technical College Library or large- 
scale reference library. 

Salary Scale: Contract appointment: £690-£1,524 + 
gratuity of £100-£150 p.a., + inducement addition of 
£180-£300 p.a. for overseas candidates. Pensionable 
appointment £624-£1,390 + inducement addition as above. 

Partly furnished house at moderate rent; 7 days’ leave 
for each month of residential service. Tours normally 
12-18 months. Free Ist class passages. Children’s U.K. 
maintenance grant up to £150 annually and passages 
assistance. Free medical attention. 

Applications (6 copies), giving age, qualifications, 
experience and names of 3 referees, should be sent to 
The Council for Overseas Colleges, 12 Lincoln’s Inn 
Fields, London. W.C.2. Closing date, 25th July, 1958. 


HURON COLLEGE LIBRARY 

GENERAL ASSISTANT LIBRARIAN required, November 
Ist, female, salary $2,900. Duties: circulation and 
cataloguing (staff of four). Application with qualifica- 
tions, reference and photograph to: Huron College 
Library, London, Ontario, Canada (a residential Liberal 
Arts and Anglican Theological College, affiliated to the 
University of Western Ontario). 


THE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 

Applications are invited for the post of AssIsTANT in the 
Library and Information Bureau of the Library Associa- 
tion. Applicants must be Chartered Librarians. Salary: 
£575 x £30—£725, plus London weighting, subject to 
superannuation deduction on confirmation of appoint- 
ment. Applications must reach the Secretary not later 
than Ist August, 1958. 


ATOMIC ENERGY RESEARCH ESTABLISHMENT, 
HARWELL 

ASSISTANT LIBRARIAN to take charge of one of the 

departments of the Library. Applicants should possess 

A.L.A. or equivalent, and should have considerable 

experience in a technical library and in staff control. 

Some knowledge of languages an advantage. Salary 


range: £990-£1,215 (men), £932-£1,143 (women). 
Housing; superannuation. Send postcard to Group 
Recruitment Officer (1159/125), A.E.R.E., Harwell, 


Didcot, Berks., for application forms. 


Contributions and communications (including advertisements) should be sent to the Editor, Chaucer House, 
Malet Place, London, W.C.1,by the 15th of the month preceding that of publication (Tel. Eus. 5856, ext. 9) 











OGUE OF THE LIBRARY 


YEAR BOOK 1058 


Benlock | Limited 


We now offer a new range of 
terned bindings for FICTION 
Crown 8vo 3s. Sd 


Also available: new cover designs with 


pleasing motifs for JUVENILE “FLATS 
{ii enquirt veicomed at 


BENLOCK LTD., MIDDLESBROUGH ROAD 
SOUTH BANK, MIDDLESBROUGH 


Telephone SOUTH BANK 58529 





LIBRARY BOOKBINDERS & BOOKSELLERS 














CEDRIC CHIVERS LTD 


BATH 


Originatol ft the — Contemporary '” patterned 


Rexine binding tor fiction and non-fiction 


Send for our catalogues of Adult and Juvenile 


Fiction ‘‘reprints’§ in reinforced plastic covers 
| 











